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Sunday’s Service

“1 don't believein God anymore. |I'm sorry,
but | just can't believe like you do.” The
young man'’s statement of unbelief shocked
his mother, but raises the question of faith
which arisesin the mindsand hearts of many
peopleliving in thisworld. Dr. Yonker will
addresstheissuein hisJuly 12 sermon, “An-
swering the God Question,” based on
Jeremiah 16:19-21 and Mark 9:14-29.

Join us this Sunday morning when Jerry
Daugherty will sing “The Twenty-Third
Psalm” by Albert Malotte at the 8:30 worship
service and the Chancel Choir will present
the anthem “1 Have Felt the Touch of God”,
music by Lloyd Larson, at the 10:30 service.

Preachin’ the Good News

Our college studentswho went onthisyear’s
“learning and serving” mission trip to the
Yakama Christian Mission have beeninvited
and accepted the call to preach at Red Top
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in
Hallsvillethis Sunday, July 12. They will aso
be preaching at our church the following
Sunday. It isan exceptional group that con-
tinueson thejourney of transformation after
returning home from a big mission trip like
this one. This is one such group and this
was one such mission site. Thanks be to
God!

Weekly Report
July 5, 2009
Received thisweek $11,314
Recelvedto Date $11,314
Needed to Date $6,674
Attendance - 245
(includesearly worship - 38)

IFirst Christian Church (Discifles of Christ)

Welcome New Members!

Carol Hyderesponded to theinvitation at the 10:30 service on Sunday, July 5 and came
tothefront of the sanctuary with her eight-year-old daughter, Hannah where they were
greeted by John and Amy Kay. A single adult, Carol works in the kitchen at Cracker
Barrel Restaurant and has been visiting our worship services with Hannah the last
three months. She transfers her membership from another congregation here in the
city. Welcome Carol and Hannah! Address: 1206 Lakeview Avenue, Apt. B, (65201);
phone875-0052.

Brandon Spradlin responded to the invitation at the 10:30 service on June 28 to join
our congregation by transfer of hismembership fromachurchin Mexico. Alsoasingle
adult, Brandon has moved to Columbia in recent months, and is presently living in
temporary housing while he searches for employment. His phone is 573-721-6095.
Welcome Brandon!

Mid-Summer Festival

Cometo the church on Wednesday, July 22
to reconnect with friends at the church or to
meet abunch of good folksfor thefirst time.
From 6-8pmwewill bein the Fellowship Hall
and just outside those doors having our first
ever fun Festival. Therewill be pizza, solo
acoustic guitar performance, washers, face
painting, crosswords, maybe even a dunk
tank, BINGO and a cakewalk! Super great

fun! Mark your calendars and make plans to be at the church because the Membership
Department wants you to enjoy this fun yet relaxing time to get together during the mid-
summer heat. Most of the activitieswill be freefor your enjoyment and the pizza and pop
will cost a minimum amount so that we cover our costs. Hope to see you here!

101 N. 10th Street, Columbia, MO 65201 (573) 449-7265 Fax (573) 875-8673
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Heeerrreee’s Johnny!

When the announcement was made in this
column several weeks ago about a bike trip
to Indianapolis, apparently we did not make
it clear who is going to ride to the General
Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ). So, to clear up the confusion,
Sarah took apicture of mewearing my funny
looking outfit, which we post in the Visitor
thisweek. | antheonewhoisgoingto peddie
hisway to Indy for the biannual meeting of
the church.

In order to arrivein Indianapolisin time for
thefirst session on Wednesday evening, July
29, | will leave from the parking lot of the
New Haven Elementary School bright and
early Saturday morning, July 25, and begin
heading east over the country roads for the
big meeting. Depending on the schedules of
other avidriders, therewill beeither two, three
or four of usmaking thetrip of approximately
380 miles, riding four dayson our bikes. We
will be supported by avan driven by my friend
and fellow biker, the Rev. Karen Yount, re-
tired Disciples minister of Kansas City with
whom | have made three such previoustrips
in past years.

Some people have asked whether | am plan-
ning to ride home and my answer isan em-
phatic, “No, I'm only half crazy!” Others
have asked why | am doing such athing, and
theanswer iseasy, toraisemoney for acause
| have long supported, the Reconciliation
Ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ). Reconciliation educates|eadership
in the church to transform the church as it
aims at addressing and eliminating the pri-
mary causes of racism in North America.
(reconciliationministry.org)

Asresult of afew conversations with mem-
bersof the church, we have already received
$1,850in giftsto send meonmy way! Other

church members may make monetary gifts
to support this important ministry of the
church. Checksmay bewrittento First Chris-
tian Church, noted “ Ridefor Reconciliation,”
or “Bike Trip”. Pledges may be made for
eachmileridden: e.g. 10 centsper/mile X 380
miles=$38.00 or 5 centsper/mile X 380 miles
=$19.

So, that’'sthe deal! And that will bethefun
I’ll be having beginning Saturday morning,
July 25! When you wake up that morning,
don’t forget to send us off with your best
wishes, and say aprayer for atail wind!

/9} o Thanks for the bibleaQ
X#4Z al the church does.
&Fank/ You Thanksagain.
Notes ~Ryan Hunsaker

For anyone involved in giving me the
opportunity to receive the Mildred Ray
Shrout Memorial and the VeraM. and H.
Glenn Purdy Scholarship, these scholar-
ships have been atremendous help (con-
sidering they are the only ones helping
towards my college expenses). It means
alot!! Thanksagain. ~Laurel Creasy

/

CD’s on Sale!

Brenda Mosbhy has recorded a CD which
sheisoffering for $10, half of which goesto
the church budget. The CD’s are available
for purchasein the church office.

Building Fund
BARBECUE!

July 11*", 11 am.-6 p.m.
Rock BridgeChristian Church

301 W. Green Meadows Rd.
Ph. #573-442-4677

" Chicken or Pork Steak
with 2 sides, dessert & drink
Tickets- $8

News of the congregation

Marvin Tracy has returned home to con-
tinue recuperating from surgery last week at
Boone Hospital. Also in our prayers at this
timeis AliceVaughn, Sarah Sorm’smother,
who was admitted to Boone Hospital last
week for testing.

Ragsdale Family Visits
from Californial

It was a pleasure to welcome five members
of Ruth Ragsdal€e sfamily to church on Sun-
day, June 28. They had come from Califor-
niato spend sometimewith Aunt Ruth, and
enjoyed joining her for worship, seeing the
sanctuary, and identifying “the Ragsdale
pew” on the north side of the sanctuary
which family membershad occupied for many
years. Pictured (L to R) are Ruth’'s sister,
Betty Fretz, Ruth Ragsdale, her niece and
great niece, Lin Wapner and Sar ah Wapner,
and her niece, Ann Fretz-Scott.
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July 13-Bragg Stanley, Christopher
Stormer, Eric Seaman, Richard
Underwood, Marci Lower
July 14-Anne Campbell, Buddy Green
July 15-Tommie Ross, Tammy Arnett
July 16-Micki McGuireKirkham
July 17-Paul Rinehart, Cullen Snow
July 18, Kim Boger, Ellyn Brother, Judy

Cunningham, Tom Sisson
\ J




A World Council of Churches for the 21t Century
* Thanks to Tom Yonker for providing this World Outreach brief. Tom
served at The World Council recently for 18 months.

It's tempting to describe the
World Council of Churchesas
a “United Nations” of
churches, and when describ-
ing it to someone unfamiliar
with the global ecumenical
landscape that’s a helpful
comparisonto make. Likethe
UN, the WCC hasaworldwide
scope, embracing 349
churches in more than 110
countries, effectively compris-
ing the largest and most vis-
ible manifestation of the ecu-
menical movement in the
world.

Along with others, Nobel laureates Adolfo Esquivel and Desmond
Since 1937, theWorld Council - Tutu march for peace during the WCC 9th Assembly in 2006. The
has enjoyed this senior status  Assemblies are rich with dialogue, worship and action.
astheleading global ecumeni-
cal body. Asamember of this
fellowship, member churches:

» arecaledtothegoal of visible unity in onefaith and one eucharistic fellowship;

e promotetheir common witnessinwork for mission and evangelism;

» engagein Christian service by serving human need, breaking down barriers between people,
seeking justice and peace, and upholding the integrity of creation; and

o foster renewal in unity, worship, mission and service. (taken from www.oikoumene.org)

But in my experience, the WCC islessof aglobal deliberative body and more of afamily that gathers
regularly to support each member. Although the comparison to the United Nations only goes so far,
the processes, squabbles, and difficulties navigated inthe WCC arejust asreal. Asyou canimagine,
gathering 300 or more church leaders from every fringe of the globe resultsin agathering of just as
many opinions. For this reason, deliberations about the most important issues facing the global
church can be excruciatingly tedious. But in its best moments, the WCC gathers Christians of
virtually every stripe to draft common statements about faith and theology, to work together in
mission and evangelism, and to hold world leaders accountabl e and responsible with asolid Chris-
tian and moral foundation.

Some criticize the WCC as being a mechanism which has been outdated for years and too slow to
react to the modern challenges facing the local churches. But being an organization



that is completely reliant on local church support, there is no party that is more acutely aware of
these changes than the World Council.

The WCC has had astrong voicein recognizing that the lifeblood of the world Church has shifted to
the ‘global south’. The most fervent Christian communities no longer reside in the cathedrals of
Europe or North America, but instead they pack the tents and superstructures of South America,
Africaand Asia. Moreoften, Christiansin many countriesrefrain from calling themselveslife-long
Methodists or Anglicans, for example, but they choose to worship in whichever community they feel
comfortable, which may mean experimenting with different denominational communities. With the
resurgence of evangelical Christianity taking hold inthe world many millions of Christiansworship
in churcheswhich fall outside the umbrellaof the WCC, which forces the World Council to examine
itself.

The WCC, as abody, is highly attuned to this shift and not resistant to it. It's become clear that the
traditional models of ecumenism no longer seemto fit most grassroots situations, even though those
models have been strong for nearly a century. Indeed, the WCC wants most deeply to remain
relevant, and adapt if it must, even though that change might be painful to enact.

In amove which many feel is more in line with the Christian spirit of our communion, the WCC
adopted the consensus model of decision-making during the run-up to the 9" General Assembly
which took placein Porto Alegre, Brazil, in 2006. Under the consensus model, during official meet-
ings of the Central Committee or the General Assembly, delegates do not vote or pass resol utions by
majority tally, asin aparliamentary body, but an experienced moderator judgesthefeeling of agroup
and will not allow businessto proceed until major grievances are aired and addressed. Thisallows
for fair, organic discussion to guide the meeting, without forcing avote if one is not needed.

Although this change to the consensus model of governing reflects a more tolerant, patient way to
cometo common decisions, the most important question remains unanswered: fundamentally, isthe
WCC relevant and necessary?

With the despair of the current economic situation hanging like a cloud over every nation, some
might easily say no. But a community of member churches representing more than 560 million
Christians continues to say yes, the World Council of Churches is still relevant, and we should
confront the challenges of the new century together.

The official WCC website provides resources for worship, study guides, news bulletins, agendas,
reading materialsand much more. | encourageyouto visit it at: www.oikoumene.org




(youth) @ first christian

CYF (9-12 grade) Disciple Kids Day Camp:
Canoe Float Trip, July 20 July 15 (Register by July 8)

Reservation to Jimmy by
Julyl4. $10

Aug. 12 (Register by Aug. 5)
Forms & fliers are in the office

or narthex on Sundays.
(Mon. Night Bible Study is

on break until August.) Chi-Rho Mission Trip:

August 15-17
JYF (grades 3-5)

Pool Party at Boger’s House
Sun., July 19, 3-6:30 p.m.
Meet @ church, 2:45 p.m.
Pickup @ church, 6:45 p.m.

CYF Mission Trips:
#2- TBA, August 9-11

Learning The Lord’s Prayer
This summer on The River of
Life discover and learn about
Jesus’ prayer. Intern Jamie
will be leading us in work-
shops all of July & August.
Come join us! We will sing
VBS songs too!

Chi-Rho (grades 6-8)

Movie Outing to see the new
Harry Potter movie, “Harry
Potter and the Half-Blood
Prince”, Sunday, July 19,
evening.

Who is at Church Camp this week?

8™ Grade Camp about God and Sex, July 13-18
Sally Kessell, Brian M cCarty, Jenny M cCarty,
Mamie Meenehan

Omitted from theJr. Camp |1 list last week:
Makali Hawkins! Shewastheretoo!

Summer College Group

Last Wednesday evening our college group met and reconnected
with visiting and Bible Study. Those who were able to be there
decided that we should meet each week on Wednesdays at 7:00pm.
Wewill do thingslike watch documentaries and discuss them, have
Bible Study, go onfield trips and one time we will work in our Fair
Trade Store. 1t will be agood July and August! Please spread the
news. Thanks!

Public Forum

The Open Door Ministry of Missouri United Methodist Church,
PFLAG, and LutheransConcerned would liketoinviteyoutoa“ Public
Forum on Faith and Sexuality” on Friday, July 10, at 7pm at the
Christian LifeCenter at theMissouri United M ethodist Church,
204 S. 9" Sreet. Theguest speaker will be David R. Weiss, Lutheran
theologian, author and poet, who isaprofessor at The College of St.
Catherinein St. Paul, MN. Dr. Weissistheauthor of “To the Tune of
aWelcoming God”, lyrical reflections on sexuality, spirituality and
the wideness of God'swelcome. Everyoneisencouraged to attend,
and refreshmentswill follow theforum.

Hey Church Member: Survey ?

The Master Planning Committeeinvites you to take the
OnlineBuilding & Mission Surveys! Today!

1. Gotothe churchwebsite www.firstchristian.org
2. Look for thered-lettered “ Building Survey Link” and
“Mission Survey Link”
3. Click on each of these and take both surveys.
(Paper copies of the survey areavailablein
the church office or narthex.)

Our “Soup Kitchen”

Many thanks are extended to the Keystone Class for taking the
responsibility of preparing for, serving and cleaning up supper at
L oaves and Fishes on the fourth Monday in June. Thisis the sec-
ond time that this Sunday School class has adopted an evening and
| knew that even though | was out of town, it would be well taken
careof... andit was. Thanksto Pam Hunsaker, Colleen Nilgesand
Chuck Scott for their service.

Here is an excerpt from Colleen’s reflection about the evening in
which they served 90+ hungry folksfrom our community:

“We were also fortunate that when we arrived, someone
wasthere, had theair conditioner on so it was cool and had
lots of volunteers to help us unload. Some of them even
came back to thelittle park there at the church and offered
to help! Blessthem!

We used roughly 30# of meat, 2 big cans of green beans, 2
large and 2 medium size cans of fruit cocktail, four gallons
of milk and 2 coolersof lemonade. Wetook 2 small coolers
of extraicejust in case. All in all ahuge success!

It issuch aunique and humbling experience. Thanks beto
God that we are able to do this service!”

Thanksbeto God indeed. If youwould like moreinformation about
helping with this ministry, please see Paula Hoenes or Amy Kay.
Different small groupsfrom our church serve on the fourth Monday
of each month. ~amy kay

Perhaps some of you knew or knew of Mae'Yoho Ward whose
son Don collected from her yearly journalsacompilation of her
daily Letters to God. Sought after as a speaker, Mae Ward
served the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in various
capacitiesfor nearly sixty years.

She very personally tells of hopes and fears, of failing eye-
sight and health, the need to move away from her home, friends
and familiar surroundings, concernsfor herself and those about
her. Here are valuable insights on coping with life's difficul-
ties, a book useful to young and older that would offer new
understanding with each reading.
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Return Service Requested

Serving Schedule - Sunday, July 12

Van Driver: TBA
Office Receptionist: Carol Slusher
Church School Greeter: Colleen Nilges
Flower Ministry:
Arranged by - Mary Kay Mueller and David Heise
Delivered by - David Ross and Charles Scott

Serversfor 8:30Wor ship Service
Worship Assistants: Larry and Millie Caringer, Betty Moon
Elder: CharlieKoelling

Serversfor 10:30 Wor ship Service
Communion Preparation: Jay and Chris Creasy, Judith Creasy
Liturgist: AngieAllen-Hylen
Elders: Shirley Park, Dan Backues, Barb Rothenberger

Deacons. The Creasy Team

Greeter North Door: Donna Houston

Greeter South Door: Daryl and Lynn Klotz
Ushers: The Burnam Team
Banner Bearers: Kim Potthast and Ben Creasy
Candlelighters: Gavin Rose and JuliaBower

This Week (July 12 - July 18)

Sun. - Church Softball Game, 7:00 p.m., Yellow Field
at Rainbow Softball Center

Wed. - DiscipleKidsDay Camp. 8:30am.-5:00 p.m.
- Men'sLunch, 11:30 am., Senior Center
- Master Planning Mtg., 5:30 p.m.MorrisParlor
- College Group, 7:00 p.m., Bethany Hall

It's Summer




