THE

January 23, 2009
Vol. 67, No. 29

Sunday Services

When we hear theword Jonah we think about
the man who was swallowed by a fish and
livedtotell about it. But thereismuch more
toit than that! And, that will be the subject
for Dr. Yonker’s sermon on January 25. The
textisfoundinJonah 3:1-5, 10. Wewill also
read Psalm 62:5-12.

Specia music at the 8:30 worship servicewill
be “He Was There All the Time” with Kelli
Embry, soloist. The Chancel Choir’santhem
at the 10:30 servicewill be* The Greatness of
Our God” by Benjamin Harlan.

Church Website & Email

After monthsof frustration with our web site
and email, we are changing providers. Our
thanksto David Heisewho has dealt with all
of our technical headachesand who isdoing
all thework to switch usto abetter provider.
He spends hoursworking with usand we are
truly thankful.

It is going to take aweek or so to get us all
moved and functioning again. In that time,
pleasecal usinstead of emailing. Also, Amy
Kay’'s email has been particularly problem-
atic again and sheknowsthereare 450 emails
that sheisnot abletoreceive... pleasecall or
use facebook to convey any emailsfromthe
past few weeks. Sorry for theinconvenience
and thanks for your patience!!

Weekly Report
Jan. 18, 2008
Received thisweek $6,729
Received to Date $234,941
Needed to Date $247,400
Attendance - 275
(includesearly worship - 66)

V

DISCIPLES
MEN

Breakfast & Bible Study
Saturday, January 31
8:30am, Fellowship Hall

m Hot breakfast by famed cook Laura
Estes served at 8:30 a.m. (home by
9:45am.), cost $5

m Bible Study by Jimmy Spear

All men of the church welcome.

m Menu: Biscuits& Gravy, scrambled
eggs, fruit, coffee and juice

m Reservationshby: Wed., January 28

Board Approves Ministry

L ast Sunday our Administrative Board voted
unanimously to sponsor the ColumbiaArea
Older Adult Ministry with Rev. Sally
Robinson employed as Chaplainfor thismin-
istry. Thisministry will continue as a self-
supporting ministry, with financial support
coming from concerned congregations and
individualsof the Columbiaarea. Our church
has budgeted support for thisministry for a
number of years and other churchesin our
areahavedonesoaswell. Saly’sofficewill
be located on the third floor and will share
space with the Computer Lab. If you have
any questions about our sponsorship,
pleasevisit with Sally or John Yonker. Wel-
come, Sally!
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Building with our
Building

Thisyear’'s annual Planning Retreat will be
focused on faithfully responding to our Chris-
tian call with our churchfacilities. ThisSun-
day, January 25", we will meet inthe Fellow-
ship Hall for alight lunch during thefirst half
hour following the late worship service. Our
program will start thereafter with an intro-
ductory skit followed by severa rounds of
facilitated dialogue and other fun and cre-
ative activities. Come for part or all of the
event as you are able. Child care for pre-
schoolers will be provided in our nursery.
Theretreat will end by 2:30pm with opportu-
nitiesto visit afterwards.

Mid-Month Movie:
for KIDS!

The Pirates Who
Don’t Do Anything:
A Veggie Tales
Movie

Saturday, January 24
3:00 p.m.
Church Cinema on 3¢ Floor

Nursery Childcare Provided
Free Hot Popcorn served!

Join the hilarious tale of adventure follow-
ing the comic misadventures of three ani-
mated veggie pals who reluctantly set sail
for adventure and discover that real heroes
don’'t haveto betall, strong, handsome, --or
even human. WhilePirates...isfor all ages,
this matinee moviein the church cinemain-
vites church kids, their families and friends
too!
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Simple Gifts

Theold Shaker melody isso easy torecall. It
isapopular American folk tunewhose melody
wasweaved into Aaron Copeland’s Appala-
chian Spring. Itisthetune of the camp song
The Lord of the Dance that | danced to in
worship as a youngster. The song Simple
Giftsisfoundin our Chalice Hymnal at num-
ber 568, and called ‘ Tisthe Gift to Be Smple.
Perhaps you have sung it in your life and
haverecalledit’spower. A simple power.

‘Tis the gift to be simple, ‘tis the
gift to be free, ‘tis the gift to come
down where we ought to be, and
when wefind our selvesin the place
just right, ‘twill be in the valley of
love and delight. When true sim-
plicity isgained to bow and to bend
weshan't beashamed; toturn, turn,
will be our delight till by turning,
turning we come round right.

These words have moved me over theyears.
For they seemto speak of our lives, our faith,
our land. They combine our hopesand fears
and align them with our needsfor thefuture.
It is funny how a tune brings forth thought
and then history and then inspiration.

Newsletter day thisweek at FCCisalso In-
auguration Day inthese United States. | just
watched, via CNN.com/facebook, America
recal againthegiftsof freedom and celebrate
democracy. Asaquartet of world renowned
musicians, Yo-Yo Ma, Itzhak Perlman,
GabriellaMontero, and Anthony McGill per-
formed JohnWilliams' arrangement of Smple
Gifts | was again moved. Music does that
for me. At bigmomentsin history, inmy life,
even each Sunday in our sanctuary —
moved by tune and verse.

The church was full on Sunday. We gath-
ered for worship and proclaimed the gospel.
Communion was served and prayers were
offered. As this work week unfolds, the
Shaker tuneinmy head will inspiremefor my
days ahead. For it will remind me of free-
domscelebrated today, my placein thisgreat
land, and the opportunity to turning around
right.

In this new year, what will be your tune &
verse? May it beasimplegift.

~Jimmy

TLLAMY M
U THANK Youi
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A big thank you goes out to the fol-
lowing dedicated members of our
church for their work in the Fellow-
shipHall: EricArnett, Buddy Boger,
Kerry Bramon, Ryan Hunsaker,
Mark Millsand Drew Nichols. Due
totheir effortswewereableto replace
some worn base board moldings
around the columns and install chair
rail in preparation for amore colorful
environment. ~Mark Hunsaker

Book Club {581 |
The Ladies Book CIUb
Clubreturnstothein-

viting, comfortable Back Room at noon on
Wednesday, Feb 11 to discuss our pre-
Valentine's Day selection, Eat, Pray, Love
by Elizabeth Gilbert. The memoir detailsthe
author’s attempt to recover from divorce by
traveling theworld, restoring her spiritsand
writing abook about it all. She spends four
monthsin three countries— Italy, India, and
Indonesia — in an attempt to restore her
zest for life. Reviews seem to either love or
hate this book. Bring your lunch and join us
to see what the Ladies Book Club decides.

Happy Birthday!

Carrall St. John-Jan. 25
JanKeithley-Jan. 26
KaraZimmer-Jan. 26

Samuel Creasy-Jan. 26
GlendaClark-Jan. 26

Jm Baumgartner-Jan. 28
Jim Ross-Jan. 28
Matthew Hickey-Jan. 29

AnitaDresser-Jan. 29

AnnikaHylen-Jan. 29
Bryan Freed-Jan. 29

Marcus Floyd-Jan. 29
Ronald Sheppard-Jan. 30
Adam Taylor-Jan. 31

News of the congregation

Our sympathy goesto L ana Poole and her
family on the death of her father, Rue
Adcock, of Eldon, MO. Rue passed away
on Monday at age 88. Services were held
Thursday in Eldon.

We are saddened to learn of the death of
Edna Coleman, former member of our con-
gregation, who died in the St. Louis suburb
of Fenton on Friday, January 16. Funeral ser-
viceswere held in that community on Tues-
day.

Our sympathy is extended to the Roy and
Joy Overacre family on the death of Joy’s
father, RollaPlattner, 81, of rural Grand Pass,
MO. Services were held Thursday in
Waverly at Waverly Christian Church with
Rev. Bill Koch officiating.

Pat and SueWright’sgranddaughter, Casey
Fadler, is a patient at University Hospital
recovering frominjuriesreceived in an auto-
mobile accident over the weekend. Shirley
Ol cott isrecovering from surgery on Friday,
Jan. 16 at Boone Hospital. Jean Black is
home recovering from surgery on Tuesday.

Our congratulations are extended to Andy
Janssen for a wonderful weekend of The
Jellybean Conspiracy performances! Itwas
an amazing show and we are proud of Andy
for his acting debut.

Congratulations to Sarah Smith Auer and
KrisNelson Auer on the birth of their first
baby, Jacob Nelson Auer. Jacob wasborn
on Thursday morning and isnow homewith
hisparentsin Overland Park, Kansas. Heis
the first grandchild of Steve and Sharon
Smith. Jacobweighed 7 |bs., 5 0zs.and was
20Y%2incheslong. Congratstoyou all!

Huge Thanks!

Thanksto Amy Kay, John and Jimmy for
their visitsand prayers, to al thewonder-
ful cooks who dropped off snacks and
casseroles, to everyone who sent cards
or gavemeacall andto Millie Bolman for
her beautiful blue prayer shawl.

My new kneeis starting to limber up and
| hopeto be promoted from walker to cane
later thisweek! [Hmmm - Joycewithalarge
stick - isthat really safe??] It iswonderful
to be amember of FCC - a church filled
with loving, caring people. Thank you!
~Joyce Stanley




(youth)
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CYF (9-12grade)

Every Wednesday Night

5:30 Dinner at CAFE
6:30—8:00pm Meetin CYFroom

JYF & CHI-RHO will meet onthe
following Sundays:

January 25

February 8& 22

Sunday, January 25

JYF (grades 3-5) 4:30—6:00 p.m.
Chi-Rho (grades6-8) 6:30—8 p.m.

Children’s Sunday School
Takes Break in February

In the year and half that | have been among
you we have been having Sunday morning
children’s education every single Sunday.
There has not been a pause nor a break to
revisit how thisimportant ministry functions
and who will lead thisministry. School has
breaks, youth groups take breaks, and many
enjoy holiday breaks. While many children
have taken breaks from Sunday mornings,
the River of Life program has continued ev-
ery Sunday of theyear. This month the pro-
gram will take a break so as to be better
equipped in the year ahead.

A newly re-formed Christian Education De-
partment will bemeeting in the next few weeks
to give direction and oversight to our needs
and plans. Two Sundayswill be set aside as
intentional “break Sundays’ aswerenew our

program.

Several realitieshave become clear in recent
monthsthat cause me to seek this pause and
change. Firgt, it isdifficult to identify and
recruit teacher/leaders. The number of chil-
dren that attend the 9:30 Sunday morning
hour does not reflect the number of children
we have active in this church. In order to
better resource teachers/leaders and be re-
sponsible for the time and resources of this
ministry we must take abreak to talk, brain-
storm, pray, and regroup. Parentswill bekey
playersinthispause. Theentirechurchmem-
bership will be key in this pause.

In Summary:

TheRiver of Life (Children’s Education for
K-5" grade on Sunday Mornings) will beon
break Sunday, February 1 and 8.

February 1will beandl-teacher/leader meet-
ing at 9:30 am. onthe 3“floor.

February 8 will beateacher/leader training
and volunteer opportunity at 9:30 am. on
the3“floor. Lessons/Dateswill be presented
and displayed for teachers. All the lessons
for the next 4 months will be available to
pick up/sign up to teach.

TheRiver of Lifewill resumeitsflow onthe
3“floor on Sunday, February 15. Thisday
wewill welcome children again to thewon-
ders of the bible story asit is presented in
creativeand inspiring ways. | welcomeyour
thoughts. ~Jimmy Spear

Receiving Nominations

According to the bylaws, aNominating Com-
mittee comprised of the Administrative
Board Moderator, four Elders, four Deacons,
two Junior Deacons, two members of the
congregation-at-large and the Minister shall
be appointed to prepare areport for presen-
tation to the Administrative Board at the
March meeting.

Nominationsfrom the congregation for any
office (Elder, Deacon, Junior Deacon, offic-
ersof the board) will be accepted until Feb-
ruary 1. Formsfor memberswishingto make
nominationswill be availablein the church
office during business hours, and in the
Narthex on Sunday morningsuntil that date.

VAC Christmas Project

A huge thank-you goes out to all church
members who participated in the Voluntary
Action Center Christmas project this year.
First Christian Church sponsored nineteen
familiesin 2008. Altogether, 1,230 local fami-
lies (over 4,000 people) received gifts and
groceriesthrough the program, whichwasin
its 25th year in 2008. | personally appreci-
ated everyone's patience as our sponsorship
went through some changes in the way we
handled and delivered the gifts. First Chris-
tian really came through and made the holi-
day much brighter for many children and
adultsin our community. Thanks again!
~Stacia Schaefer

CAFE

ChristianActionFellowshipEducation
Wednesday Evenings

Great Hot Meals Served

Classes, choirs, and new opportunities

for you and your family to learn and grow
in spirit and faith.

5:30-6:15 — Dinner
$5 adults
$3 kids 12 & under
$15 cap for a family
Under 5 free
6:20 - Devotion
6:30-7:30 - Adult Programming
Child Care Available

Jan. 28th CAFE

Turkey Wild Rice Soup
Honey Wheat Knots
Ms. Aimee B’s Salad
Dessert

Menu:

* Program: “Spoons, Apples and
Sardines” - Come to CAFE for
a Mid-Winter break with
some fun games (cards/board)
and good friends. Beware -
some games can get pretty
competitive! ;)

* Bible Study with Dr.Yonker

* CYF (grades 9-12) with Jimmy Spear
Tonight will include a service
project. Central Missouri
Food Bank from 6:30-8:00.

Place your reservation by marking the
pew registration pad “activity box” on
Sunday morning or call the church of-
fice (449-7265) for dinner reservations
by noon on Tuesday.

Drennan Group

Drennan Group will meet Tuesday morning,
January 27, inthe Drennan Room at 9:00a.m.,
Carol Slusher will givetheprogramon“ Trust
Puzzle’ and theworship. Pat Rainey ishost-
€ss.
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Sunday’s Schedule-January 25, 2009

Van Driver: BobBlack Telephone: Carol Slusher
8:30 Early Wor ship, Sanctuary
Worship Asst: Will and DonnaHouston, Marguerite Smith
Elder for 8:30 Service: Joyce Stanley
Communion Preparation:
Bryant, Susan and Erik White
9:30 Church School
Church School Greeter: Doris Neidhardt
10:30Wor ship in Sanctuary
Sermon: Dr. John J. Yonker Liturgist: Drew Gieseke
10:30 Elders: Steve and Cheryl Lightner, Carol Slusher
Deacons: The Stanley Team
Greeters:
Tracy Evers, North Door
Joyce Stanley, South Door
Ushers: The Scott Team
Banner Bearers: Sam Creasy and Emily Unterschutz
Candlelighters: Matthew Hoeppner and Alexandra Estes
Flower Ministry:
Arranged by: Bryan, Debbie and Joshua Garton
Delivered: Steve and Tracy Evers
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Sat.
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This Week (Jan. 25 - 31)

- Planning Retreat, Noon-2:30 p.m., Morris Parlor
- JYF(4:30-6:00p.m.)
- CHI-RHO(6:30-8:00p.m.)

- Nominating Committee, 7:00 p.m., MorrisParlor

- Drennan Group, 9:00 a.m., Drennan Room
- Bible Study, 10:30a.m., MorrisParlor

- Hannah Jones Group, 9:30 a.m., Lenoir 2nd Floor Apts.

- Men’sLunch, 11:30 am., Senior Center

- Brummett-Harrah Group, 1:30 p.m., Tommy Gay Evans
home

- Church and Society Mtg, 5:30 p.m., Keystone

- CAFE, 5:30 p.m. Dinner
6:20 Devotion
6:30 Program: “ Spoons, Applesand Sardines’
6:30 Bible Study

- CYF(grades9-12), 6:30-8:00 p.m.

- Back Room (college group), 8:45-10:00 p.m.

- DiscipleMen'sBreakfast, 8:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall




