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In Worship on Dec. 6™ —
The 2" Sunday in Advent!

Taking thetheme: PEA CE from the scripture
textsfor the day, our worship serviceson the
2 Sunday inAdvent will continue our prepa-
ration to celebrate the birth of Christ with
scripture readings from Luke 1:67-79 and
Ephesians2:13-19, and Dr. Yonker’ssermon,
“Finding Our Feet on the Pathways of Peace’.

Both wor- ship ser-
vices will be filled
with the great
hymns of the sea-
son and , special
music! A ' favorite
piano CaCl, duet by
Jean Hall an d

Mary Bancroft , Bring A Torch, Jeanette
Isabellla, will enliven both services. At8:30
Brenda Maosby will present the solo, Some-
day, by Rick Vae. The10:30 servicewill aso
includethe young Rainbow Bells (gradesK-
1) and the Chancel Choir will offer thean-
them Soon and Very Soon, a spiritual ar-
ranged by Andrae Crouch, with Russ Chan-
dler adding percussion.

Luncheon & Discussion
about Bethany Hall

All church members are invited to a lun-
cheonin Fellowship Hall, Sunday Decem-
ber 6 following the 10:30 service. Menu:
Soup and Salad, cornbread and crackers, fruit
and homemade desserts. A freewill offering
will be taken to cover the cost of the lunch.

After sharing our lunch together we'll settle
down for a discussion about future uses of
Bethany Hall. Information about the history
and use of Bethany Hall during the past year
areprovided inthisweek’sVisitor.

Childcare for pre-schoolers and elementary
school age children will be provided. Call
449-7265 to makeyour reservation.
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Welcome Richard and Natalie!

T

maketheir homeinAshland. Telephone numbersare: Richard - 573-230-9857, and Natalie
- 314-479-3882. They areregular attenders of the 8:30 worship service and have begun
attending the new young adult Sunday School class that meets in the Back Room.

R

Welcome
New Members

Wewelcomed Richard and Natalie
Barnard into our congregation at the
8:30 service on Sunday, November
29. A nursewho worksin the Emer-
gency Room at the University Hos-
pital, Natalie comesto usby transfer
of membership from First Christian
Churchin Brunswick, Missouri. Ri-
chard works at the Boone County
Collector’'sOffice, and transferred his
membership from the Roman Catho-
lic Church in Jefferson City. They

VAC Christmas Gifts Due

Those who participated in the Voluntary
Action Center Christmas Project need to be
sureto drop off their giftsat the Trinity Pres-
byterian Church on Monday, December 7.
Thedrop off timesare8:30am. and 4:30 p.m.
If you cannot deliver the gifts yourself on
that date you can drop them off in the church
office on Sunday, December 6, but you must
call the church to let them know if you are
selecting this option. Thank you for your
generosity!

Weekly Report
Nov. 29, 2009
Received thisweek $5,743
Received to Date $187,463
Needed to Date $189,270
Attendance - 327
(includesearly worship - 61)

Beginning a New Study

The CL Church School class begins a new
quarterly Bible study this Sunday in Morris
Parlorsat 9:30 am. We will study “Christ
the Fulfillment” from the book of Matthew:.
Pleasejoin usfor alively discussion led by

our teacher MarshaRawlings.  ~CL Class
Women’s
Christmas Brunch
December 5
9:00 — 10:00

Allwomen are invited to share
a delicious holiday brunch
prepared by Laura Estes.
Transportation is available;
please signupinthe church _}\§
office by Dec. 3 (449-7265). 2<f}
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Heeerrreee’s Johnny!

Can it be that time of the year again? Must
be, because we have aready shared in the
great Hanging of the Green service and be-
gunto think about the celebration of Christ’s
birth again. As| noted during the welcome
to worship last week, the beginning of Ad-
vent marks the beginning of the church’s
liturgical cycle. Focusing on the birth sto-
ries of Jesus found in the gospels of Mat-
thew and Luke, for many centuries Advent
has been atime for remembering the incar-
nation of God in Jesus of Nazareth. Butitis
more than atime of looking back. Adventis
also atimefor acknowl edging the continual
coming of God to all people, and therebirth
of Christ ever anew inour midst, and procla-
mation of the miracle of the coming of God
to this world. Advent is a season of great
joy which culminates in the celebration of
Christ’shirth, yet it isalso apenitential sea-
son in which we are called to examine and
prepare ourselvesfor hispromised returnin
glory and judgment.

Advent comes at the time of the year when
the sun, for those in the Northern Hemi-
sphere, sinkstoitslowest point on the hori-
zon. Yet in such wintry darkness, Advent
callsbelieversto givethanksfor the birth of
God's Sonwho isthelight of theworld, and
toturntheir livesagain to Christ, so that the
light of God may dawn upon usand brighten
our world.

The coming Advent brings anticipation and
expectation, as we await the celebration of
Christmas. But it also brings a challenge,
because the familiar stories of Jesus' birth
are so well known that they can easily be-
come clichés, taken for granted, and easily
passed over. The challenge of Advent isto
listen again to the stories and to hear with
fresh earstheir awesome declarations of the
birth in human flesh of the Holy God.

Advent ismeant to be atime of waiting and
expectation. Every year in our society the
daysleading up to Christmasarefilled with
Christmas music in the stores and decora-
tions in many places, and the Advent em-
phasis on waiting is lost. Yet the days of
Advent leading up to December 25 call usto
wait and hope, to re-examine our lives in
preparation for the coming of Christ. The
days of Advent which anticipate the birth of
the One who was hailed as the Prince of
Peace call us to reshape our lives and our
world for the coming of the One who can
and will bring God's peace on earth.

CAFE

ChristianActionFellowshipEducation
Wednesday Evenings

Great Hot Meals Served

Classes, choirs, and new opportunities

for you and your family to learn and grow
in spirit and faith.

5:30-6:15 - Dinner
$6 adults
$3  kids 5-12 years
$17 cap for a family
Under 5 free
6:20 - Devotion
6:30-7:30 - Adult Programming
Child Care Available

Dec. 9th CAFE

Menu:

Honey Spiced Ham, Broccoli
Casserole, Sweet Potatoes and
Chocolate Pie

* Program Choices:
- Financial Peace University, Cinema
- Bible Study, Keystone Class Room

* CYF (grades 9-12) with Jimmy Spear

Place your reservation by marking the
pew registration pad “activity box” on
Sunday morning or call the church
office (449-7265) for dinner reserva-
tions by noon on Tuesday.
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BIRTH:
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Dec. 6-Alan Leach, Debbie Garton
Dec. 7-EricaWatson, Geraldine Coon
Dec. 8-AlexandraEstes, Kenzie
Von Talge, Gabriel Senecal
Dec. 10-Harsh Brown, Marjorie Carter,
Cheryl Unterschutz, Curt Snow
Dec. 11-BeunalLansford

gc. 12-Cliff Tompson, William Bowey

News of the congregation

Eunice Smith died at the Lenoir Woods
Health Care Center on Sunday morning,
November 29. A nativeof Bethel, Missouri,
Eunice graduated from Columbia High
School in 1928 and the University of Mis-
souri in 1935. Shetaught Home Economics
in Sweet Springs, Hamilton and St. Louis
Public Schools. 1n 1939 shemarried Harold
Smith of Barnard, Missouri and he preceded
her in deathin 1967. Transferring her mem-
bership from aDisciplesof Christ congrega-
tionin St. Louis, Eunice joined First Chris-
tian Churchin 1971. Shewasalso activein
the Ophelia Shepherd Extension Club, the
Deer Park Extension Club and the Jefferson
Club at the University of Missouri. Survi-
vors include nine nieces and nephews. At
her request no funeral serviceswill be held.
Burial will beat |OOF Cemetery in Graham,
Missouri in the spring.

We havereceived word of thedeath of Jerry
Carrington (76). Hedied Nov. 26 and fu-
neral serviceswere held Monday at Memo-
rial Funeral Homein Columbia. Heissur-
vived by hiswife, Charlette; two daughters
and three sons.

M artha Collinshasreturned to her home at
the Terrace Apartments after being hospi-
talized and spending about a week at The
Bluffsnursing home recently.

We bid Godspeed to Marv and Royanne
Tracy who aremovingto Liberty on Decem-
ber 9to be closer to family members. Their
new addresswill be 1901 Quail Ridge Court,
Liberty, MO 65068. (No phone number as
yet!) They havealready visited and arelook-
ing forward to joining the Liberty Christian
Church.

Thanks to Linda Chandler and Jerry
Daugherty for their solos presented at the
early and late services last Sunday. And
thanks to everyone who participated in the
Hanging of the Greens which was held at
both worship serviceslast Sunday. Itwasa
great way to begin the Advent season!

Matthew Taylor, asenior at RockbridgeH.S,,
advanced to the rank of Eagle Scout on
November 24, 2009, with Troop 5. Therewill
be an Eagle Ceremony sometime after the
first of theyear.



(youth) @

first christian

JYF (3-5" grade)
CHI-RHO (6-8" grade)
CYF (9-12"" grade)

Sunday, Dec 6
JYF: 4:30- 6:00 p.m.
Chi-Rho: 6:00 at church
Pizza served then we will go see the
new “Christmas Carol” movie at Forum 8.
Pick-up youth at Forum 8 at 8:30 p.m.
Bring $8

JYF and CHI-RHO December 20
All church ChristmasCaroling 4-7 p.m.
Bring your families, food at the end!

CYF — Wednesday Nights
6:30-8:00 p.m.

(Dinner served at 5:30 p.m. $5)
CYF -- Bible Study on Tuesday Nights
6:30-7:30 p.m. in Bethany Hall
We are studying Daniel.

Fair Trade Treasures

By popular demand, we will be making one
more holiday season order and those trea-
sureswill bein next week. Thisisobviously
the season when products from around the
world comeinand go out of our storeat light-
ening speed. One friend in the church said
yesterday that the thing she has learned
about Fair Trade is that you have to buy it
right when you seeit or it will be gone! We
are thankful for all of the unique products
that provide a fair wage to the farmers and
artisanswhosetalentswe enjoy. Store hours
are Wednesdays 4-8pm, Sundays 9am-1pm
and during special events.

ATTENTION ELDERS

Reminder of seminar
“How to work with Older Adults”

December 10th @ 6:00-7:00 pm
Lenoir Woods

RSVP: 443-1111
Boone County Council on Aging

The 77th Annual Christmas Pageant

Sunday, December 13, 2009
7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Tasting Party to follow in Fellowship Hall

Pageant Practicefor Children ContinuesSun. Dec.6& 13
This Sunday, Dec. 6, the children will befitted for choir robes, continue their song
practice and learn about shepherds.

Asaspecial pre-pageant treat, The Rainbow Bellswill present musicinworship this
Sunday, Dec. 6. These children arein gradesK-1.

What isa“ Tasting Party” ? The“Tasting Party” isasnack extravaganza, an hors

d’ oeuvres marathon, afeast of great proportions. Church members and friends are

invited to bring finger foods the night of the Christmas Pageant. When paired with
delicious punch they create a great fellowship opportunity for all who have been a part

of the night’s Pageant. Join us for the annual Tasting Party!

Children and Parents
Rejoice

We are pleased to welcome Jeri Sheppard
onto our Child Care staff! Jeri is an early
morning worshiper and has agreed to work
in our nursery after Sunday School and at
other times as needed. We are thankful for
Jeri and all of our dedicated staff through
whom our children know God and under-
stand “church”.

Church Dine-Out
Friday - December 6
530 p.m.

Bob Evans Restaurant
Everyone Welcome!

Thanksgiving is over
-or is it?

We havejust celebrated amajor holiday and
are now in the season of Advent. Thisis a
time when we are especially attuned to our
many blessings and how we can help others.
Oneway that isalwaysavailablewithout any
cost is prayer. It only takes a few minutes.
When you pray for those on the prayer list,
for othersin need that you know or for those
unknown to you, you connect yourself to
God and those people in a special way. You
may say a longer prayer or a prayer you
learned asachild or simply say, “God, | ask
that you bless and strengthen these people.
They need your help today.” Then read si-
lently or aloud the names on the weekly
prayer list. Amen! Your prayers will be a
blessing to others and to yourself as well.
Let’s prepare for the coming of Christ with
thankful and prayerful hearts.



Bethany Hall

History

Thebuildingat 125N. 10" Street wasacquired when the chur ch secured owner ship of theentirecity
block between Walnut and Ash, 9" and 10" Streets. After remodeling, thechurch leased thebuildingto
commer cial businesses. Canterbury Travel Agency, Woodr uff Marketing, and TheStrand Hair Salon. The
Srand vacated theproperty in July 2008 and moved to alocation in southwest Columbiato accommodatethe
desireto haveaspafor their clients.

Following meetings of theAdministrative Board officers, the Trusteesand other interested per sons, a
proposal wasmade and accepted by theAdministrative Board at the November 12, 2008 meetingtoretain
theuseof thisbuildingfor church purposes. $6,700 of a $20,000 gift by an anonymouschurch member was
designated for improvementsand miscellaneous pur posesto start usingthebuilding. It wasagreed that
followingasix-month trial period, church useof thebuilding would be evaluated.

| mprovements

Thefollowing improvementstothebuilding havebeen made: painting, car peting, sheet rock, plumb-
ingfor 2" bathroom, new sink, counter top, cabinets, new door, keysand locks, six new tables, and a new
awningover theeast door. Old wooden chairsfromtheMorrisParlor, and sofasand an ottoman from the
Back Room weremoved intothebuilding.

Total cost of improvements—Interior: $6,076.84
Exterior: $1,709.32

Church Uses

Thebuilding now known asBethany Hall hasproven to bea safeand attractive meeting spaceand
hasbeen used by variousgroupsfor church purposes. Theseinclude:

A welcoming placefor peopleto gather on Sunday morning. LauraEstesserved breakfast from
March to October and Sunday mor ning coffeeand donutsand bagels for church membersand friends
continueto beserved.

Fair Trade Store, Sunday School classmeeting room

ThePathfindersClass

“TheBack Room” group on Wednesday nights

CYF Monday evening Biblestudy

Shawl Ministry monthly meetings

Book Club monthly meetings

LIFECWFgroup

Brummett-Harrah CWF group meeting

Drennan CWF group mesting

Summer Festival - July 22, games, cakewalk

Receptions: for MargeHook, for Dr. Valentine, Culver-Sockton College president

Birthday party

AnnaBancroft baby shower

Special Sunday groups- birthday party, hosting new member safter baptism

(Continued Next Page)



(Bethany Hall Con’t.)

Caring Family meetings

Typical Sunday morning usage: September 13
2 greeters, 2 people serving food
8 member sof Sunday School class
12-15 peopleeating brunch

Outsidegroup usage:
Wedding planner smeeting Christmasparty
Birthday party CROPWalk water/rest station
Wedding rehear sal
Recipe Club meeting

Financial Information
Total incomereceived from rental (March to present): $1,200

Proj ected Use/Financial Estimates

Commercial Rental Bethany Hall
I ncome: up to $1,500 p/month Income;
$18,000 p/yr - Fair Trade Store: $7-8,000 p/yr
- Weddingrehearsals& other groups:
$2,400

- Dialoguegroups:. $1,500 fir st year
- Artistsdisplay space: $1,000
- Grantsfor other programs: $500

- Other: $500
Expenses: Expenses:
- Insurance: included in policy - Insurance: (same) included in policy
- Utilities: $236.12/month aver age
- Real Estate Taxes: $767 plyr - Taxes: $0 (excluded for church usage)
- Exterior Maintenance: $1,790.32 - Maintenance: (same) $1,790.32
(2009 to date)
Fulfilling mission of thechur ch: Fulfillingmission of thechur ch:
Incomeonly - Income

- Useby church members
- Opportunitiesfor expandingtheministry of thechurch
among outside peopleand groups!

[December 1, 2009]
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First Christian Church
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Columbia, MO 65201
573-449-7265

Ministerial Saff:
Dr. John J. Yonker, Senior Minister
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maryebancroft@yahoo.com
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cnichols@stephens.edu
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Return Service Requested

Serving Schedule - Sunday, Dec. 6

Van Driver: Matt Batterson
Office Receptionist: Debbie Potthast
Church School Greeter: Judy Hall
Bethany Hall Greeter: Judy Cunningham
Flower Ministry:
Arranged by - Larry Burnam, Nannie Lou Mallett
Delivered by - Helen and Perry Stemmons

Serversfor 8:30Wor ship Service
Worship Assistants. Andy, Louis and Janice Janssen
Elder: Ken Watson

Serversfor 10:30 Wor ship Service
Communion Preparation: Gene Taylor, Robert Mountjoy,
Mike Mountjoy
Liturgist: Sally Robinson
Elders: Will and DonnaHouston, Julie Hickey
Deacons. The Campbell Team
Greeter North Door: Joy Duren
Greeter South Door: Marguerite Smith
Ushers: ThePavlovich Team
Banner Bearers. Hunter Rogers and Gavin Rose
Candlelighters: Wyatt Rogers and Zac Ruffolo

This Week (Dec. 6-12)

Sun. - Lunch & Discussion about Bethany Hall, after 10:30
worship service, Fellowship Hall
- JYF (grades3-5), 4:30-6:00 pm
- Chi-Rho (grades6-8), 6:00-7:30 pm

Tue. - Bible Study, 10:30 am, MorrisParlor
- CYF (grades9-12), 6:30 pm, Bible Study in Bethany Hall

Wed. - Men'sLunch, 11:30 am, Senior Center
- CAFE: Dinner, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall
Dave Ramsey class, 6:00 pm,Cinema
Bible Study, 6:30 pm, Keystone ClassRoom
-CYF,6:30-8:00pm
- College Group, 8:45 pm, Bethany Hall




