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Thevery familiar parable of themarriagefeast
found in Matthew 22:1-14 extendstheinvita-
tion to the followers of Jesusto sharein the
kingdom of God. But it warns not to make
excuses or let other things get in the way of
accepting theinvitation. Thisreading, along
withthe paralel foundin Luke 14:15-24, will
provide the text for Dr. Yonker’s sermon on
October 12.

Music for the day will include a solo by Pat
Rybolt, “People Need the Lord”, at the 8:30
worship serviceand at the 10:30 service Nora
Dietzel will be soloist asthe Chancel Choir
sings“TheLone, Wild Bird”.

Welcome Marci!

It was ajoy to welcome Marci Lower into our
congregation at the 10:30 service last Sunday,
October 5, as she transferred her membership
from a United Methodist church here in town.
Thesister of our own Nancy Kirtley, Marci was
aschool teacher and counsel or with the Colum-
bia Public Schools, and now in retirement en-
joysmany things, including games, theater, hav-
ing fun, and music, and has already become a
member of the Chancel Choir. Sheresidesat 7
Fleming Drive (65201) in the Lenoir Woods Vil-
lage, (phone 441-8220). Welcome, Marci!

CROP Walk

Last Sunday’s Columbia
CROP Walk was one for
the history books! Over
200 folks from around
town participated and we
raised more than double
last year's money! Our
church was the host of
this year’s event that
brought usto raise money
for hunger and raise
awareness about hunger
in Columbia and around
the world. This year’s
walk brought in $15,800
with almost $2000 more
dollarspledged. Church World Servicewill receive fundsand two
of our local agencies, Loaves & Fishes and Russel Chapel Food
Pantry, will each receive morethan $2,000.

Max Marblefrom the Office of Creative Ministrieswaswith usand
filmed awonderful pieceabout our walk. Toview thisfilm click the
link from the church website. Itisagreat little movie and many of
our folks are shown hosting and walking, riding and rolling in an
effort to reduce poverty.

Special thanksto Paulaand AvaHoenes, Joyce Stanley, Tracy and
Hayley Evers, Shirley Park, Valerie and Cameron Freed, Keith Picker,
and John Yonker for helping host. ~amy kay

Festival of Sharing

The Festival of Sharing is an interfaith celebration and ingathering
of mission resources. It is held on the third Saturday in October
each year because that is usually the Saturday closest to World
Food Day. Theingatheringisheldin Sedaliaat the State Fair Grounds
and isatwo-day affair with Friday being used for set-up by volun-
teersand an overnight YouthFest event. Nearly 3,000 personsfrom
churches across the state attend the full event on Saturday.

The breadth and depth of resources that the Festival gathers for
Church World Service and helping agencies in Missouri isimpres-
sive. Onereally hasto go experiencethe Festival to understand just
how much is done, but imagine a place where tons of things are
brought together, processed and then sent back out to the people
who need the things the most... there are kits to help people who
have experienced disaster, rice and beans that are bought in bulk
and then put into family sized packages, and Backpacks of Lovefor
kidswho areremoved from their homesand placed in safer environ-
ments. Thisisnot an exhaus-
tivelist. You are invited to
check out the web site and
peruse the 28 page booklet
that describes it.
www.umocm.com/FESTIVAL

If youareinterested in know-
ing more about thisministry,
or if youwould liketo goto

the Festival this year, please \pjunteersre-package huge bags
speak to Amy Kay or Joyce  of heansand riceinto family sized
Stanley. portions.
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Heeerrreee’s Johnny!

Inafew daysyouwill receivealetter inviting
you to participatein acongregational caring
program, and | hope you will respond affir-
matively! For sometime | have sensed the
need for a program which will enable usin
the church to do amore thorough job of car-
ing for all the members of the congregation.
At therecent joint meeting of the Eldersand
Deacons the “ Caring Family” program was
presented, and those church leaders were
asked to accept the responsibility of provid-
ing oversight for eight to ten members/fami-
liesof the church who livein their neighbor-
hood.

The purpose of the program isto communi-
cate caring, to maintain contact with every
member of the congregation, to strengthen
the bonds among members of the congrega-
tion, to strengthen the ties between mem-
bers of the congregation and the church lead-
ership, to prevent membersfromfaling away
from the church, and to make new members
feel welcome and a part of the church.

To communicate caring! It soundssosimple,
anditis! Yetitissoimportant. How dowe
communicate caring? By getting to know
other members of the church! By sharing
with each other in times of joy and celebra-
tion! By taking communion to members of
our “Caring Family” who are hospitalized,
homebound, or otherwise unable to attend
worship services.

How do we communicate caring? By provid-
ing special love and support to members of
our “Caring Family” groupsin times of cri-
sis, such aswhen someoneisill, homebound,
or has suffered a death in their family. Itis
during those timeswhen wereally need one
another, that we can becometheloving arms
of Christ for each other. Itisin caring for
each onein those timesthat the church lives
up to itsmission.

The creation of “Caring Families’ can pro-
vide opportunitiesfor members of the church
to gather together in homes, to share birth-
day celebrations, to share progressive din-
ners, dessert parties, or summer picnics. And
who knows what else we can do!

When the letter arrivesin your home outlin-
ing the program and you are contacted by
one of the Elders or Deacons introducing
him or herself asyour “ Caring Family” shep-
herd, | hope that you will take the opportu-
nity to join in this effort to strengthen the
ties which bind us together and share in the
effort to help us communicate caring among
all the members of the congregation.

Mary Richardson cel ebrated her 90th birth-
day on Oct. 4. Shewas honored last Sun-
day by her daughter and son-in-law, Anne
and Jim Campbell, withflowersplacedin
the sanctuary alcove.
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Thank you for the many expressions of
concern while | was in the hospital. |
really enjoyed John’s visit, the beautiful
prayer shawl which | used every day, the
lovely bouquets and the visits and cards.
Your thoughtfulness has meant so much
tome. ~Martha Niday

Dear First Christian Church, | am pleased
to announce that there were 20 units of
Blood Collected on Sunday October 5th.
A special thank you to al our donors.
~Much Appreciation, Brianna Shepard

Friendsgathered at L enoir to celebratethe
100th birthday of our beloved Elsie
Hughes on Thursday, October 2. Happy
Birthday, Elsie!

Your Special Birthday!

Bill Tetley
-91onOct. 11

News of the congregation

Jean Rossman was admitted to University
Hospital on Sunday afternoon for testing,
and remains there at this time. Angelo
Provenzano, Tommy Gay Evans son-in-law,
continues to receive therapy at Boone Hos-
pital after being admitted there two weeks
ago. Alsoinour prayersat thistime arethe
following people: Don Houston, aresident
of Candlelight Lodge, and Ferd Roy L ightner
at the Lenoir WoodsHesalth Care Center, D.K.
Seltsam at ColumbiaManor Nursing Home
and Sarah Storm’s mother, Alice Vaughn,
who was admitted to Boone Hospital last
weekend.

Our sympathy isextended to Marion Sorm,
and the membersof hisfamily(including wife
Sarah and daughter Brooke) on the death
of hisfather, Marion Sorm, who died after a
battle with cancer at his home in Bosworth,
MO early Monday morning, October 6. He
was 85 years old. Funeral services will be
held on Thursday morning at Bosworth
Christian Church.

Congratulationsto K ay Beisenher z, our Ad-
ministrative Secretary, on the birth of her
granddaughter, Courtney Jo Hargis, who
was born to her son and daughter-in-law,
John and Erin Hargis, Thursday, October 2
at Boone Hospital. She was 7 pounds, 11
ounces, 19 3/4inchesat birth. Thefamily is
at home now and doing well!

Thanks to Jean Hall for playing the organ,
andto Sally Estes, clarinetist, for providing
specia music at the 10:30 service last Sun-
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Dorothy Golson-Oct. 13
LouiseMeyer-Oct. 13
LeslieJordon-Oct. 13
ThelmaBeem-Oct. 13
Tracy Evers-Oct. 14
Megan Potthast-Oct. 15
Mason Cupp-Oct. 15
JulieHickey-Oct. 16
Frank Oliver-Oct. 16
Holly Wheatley-Oct. 16
Dorothy Neds-Martin-Oct. 17
Rebekah Hart-Oct. 18
LisaSnyder-Oct. 18
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(youth)

@ first christian

CYF (9"-12" grade)

Wednesday Nights6:30-8:30
Cometo CAFE for dinner at 5:30
$5 coversit!

CYF - Sunday, Octaober 19th
Hayride & Cook-out at Stephanie’s
Meet at church 4:00 p.m.

Chi-Rho (6"-8" grade)

JYF (395" grade)

Outdoor OutingtoCorn Maze
Sunday, October 19th

Noon, meet in Fellowship Hall for
pizzalunch ($5). Thento Corn Maze
($6) and back at 4:00 p.m.

* Parent drivers/partners needed!

The Northeast Area
Assembly

Y

November 14 & 15

Broadway Christian Church
Columbia, MO

Early Registration Fee- $25
(After October 31 - $30)
- includes meals on Saturday
- call the church office 449-7265

Friday, November 14

3:00 p.m. —Registration Begins

5:00 p.m. —Optional Dinner and Love
Offering

6:30 p.m. — Gathering and Fellowship

7:00 p.m. — Opening Worship

Saturday, November 15

8:00 am. —Breskfast

Centering Prayer & Bible Study

Business Session

Exceptional Workshops

Lunch

More Exceptiona Workshops

Worship

3:00 p.m. —AreaAssembly and Youth Rally
End...Safe Travels

Noon -

Youth Rally will beheld at
Broadway Christian & First Christian
Churches

Secret Place

The Secret Placeis aquarterly devotional
magazineavailablein both regular and large
print. In past years subscriptions have been
placed through CWF groups. However, to
make this publication morewidely available,
anyone wishing to subscribe may do so in-
dividually and have the subscription deliv-
ered right to their home.

Regular print - 1 year / $7.20

LargePrint - 1year/$9.20

Send your name, address and check to:
The Secret Place, Judson Press
PO Box 8500-1501

A paperback copy of The
Children’sBible hasended

Philadel phia, PA 19178-1501
up on the Book Cart. In-
side the front cover is“To

FOUNDE
Josh from Grandma Reba

2001". If thisisyours, youwill beglad to see
it and can pick it up from thereturn basket on
bottom shelf of the Book Cart.

Churchill Memorial &
Museum Trip for the
STARS - October 16

STARS ( 50+ group) isfinaizingagreat trip
to Fulton to see the Churchill Memorial &
Museum, then have lunch together whilein
thearea. Wewill makereservationsto eat at
Beks, a well-known restaurant featuring
sandwiches and soupsin historic downtown
Fulton. Wewill order from the menu. Cost
for thetripis$18, whichincludeslunch, ad-
mission fee and transportation.

WEe'll planto leave the church parking lot at
10:30 and return nolater than 4:30 p.m. Sign
up sheet isin church office 449-7265 or call
Carol Slusher 874-4902. Deadline will be
Tuesday, October 14, 2008 at noon. Come
join usfor afun day visiting our neighbors
in Callaway County!!

Weekly Report
Oct. 5, 2008
Received $8,864.20
Received to Date $107,393.33
Attendance - 227
(includesearly worship - 46)

CAFE

ChristianActionFellowshipEducation
Wednesday Evenings

Great Hot Meals Served

Classes, choirs, and new opportunities

for you and your family to learn and grow
in spirit and faith.

5:30-6:15 — Dinner
$5 adults
$3 kids 12 & under
$15 cap for a family
Under 5 free
6:20 - Devotion
6:30-7:30 - Adult Programming
Child Care Available

Oct. 15 CAFE

Menu: Chinese - Sweet & Sour
Chicken/ Beef & Broccoli, Steamed Rice,
Egg Roll and Fortune Cookie

* Program: “Faith & Politics” with
Amy Kay Pavlovich

* Bible Study with John Yonker
* CYF (grades 9-12) with Jimmy

Call the church office (449-7265) for
dinner reservations by noon on Tuesday.

V

Election Day
Luncheon -
November 4

WE NEED Y OU! Our goal hasawaysbeen
to make FCC more visiblein the community,
to help usgrow closer asfriends by working
together, and to fund projects that benefit
the outreach goal s of Women'sMinistries. A
few of our goalsarelocal women’s/children’s
charities, FCC Youth Projects, DisciplesMis-
sion Fund, Woodhaven L earning Center, etc.
Please call Brenda Mosby at 442-7507 or
LauraEstes at 441-2386 and volunteer your
help with the luncheon. There will also be
someone in the Narthex before and after
Church for sign ups. Don’t forget both
women and men arewelcome! Let’smakethis
another great event!
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Sunday’s Schedule-Oct. 12, 2008

Van Driver: Matt Batterson ~ Telephone: Debbie Potthast
8:30 Early Wor ship, Sanctuary
Wor ship Asst: Tom and Carol Hughey, Jeri Sheppard
Elder for 8:30 Service: Bettie Koelling
Communion Preparation:
Steve and JessicaHumble, Taylor Humble
9:30 Church School
Church School Greeter: Dorothy Porter
10:30Wor ship in Sanctuary
Sermon: Dr. John'Yonker  Liturgist: Brad Beary
10:30 Elders: Ken Watson, Sharon Winner, Richard Hoeppner
Deacons. The Creasy Team
Greeters:
TBA, North Door
TBA, South Door
Ushers: TheBurnam Team
Banner Bearers: TBA
Candlelighters: TBA
Flower Ministry:
Arranged by: Bryant, Susan and Erik White
Delivered: Dan Backuesand Rick Wells
Evangelism Calls: Jacki Davidson

ﬁ This Week (Oct. 12-18) A

- College Dept. Meeting, 8:30a.m., Amy Kay’soffice

- Church Softball Game, 6:00 p.m., OrangeField at
Rainbow Softball Center

- Cabinet Mtg., 6:30 p.m., MorrisParlor

Mon. - Drennan Rehearsal, 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary

Tue. - CWF Board Mtg., 9:00 am., Keystone Room
- Bible Study, 10:30 a.m., MorrisParlor

Wed. - Shawl Ministry, 10:00 a.m., Mary Tompson’shome
- Men’sLunch, 11:30 am., Senior Center
- CAFE, 5:30 p.m. Dinner
6:20 Devotion
6:30Program
- CYF(grades9-12), 6:30-8:00 p.m.
- Back Room (college group), 8:45-10:00 p.m.

Thr. - STARSTripto Churchill Memorial in Fulton
10:30- 4:30 (leavefrom church parking lot)
- Church In Society, 6:30 p.m., MorrisParlor

Sat. - This Property Work Day hasbeen CANCELLED
- Keystone Class Hayride, Mottaz Farm




