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Sam Spence Langley

Our friend and beloved minister, the Reverend
Dr. Sam Spence Langley, died at Boone Hospital
Center on Saturday morning, July 14.

Dr. Langley served as Senior Minister of First
Christian Church from 1970-1991.

Sam was born on August 22, 1926 in Fordyce,
Arkansas and spent his childhood years in the
St. Louis community of Webster Groves. He
received hisundergraduate degree from Phillips
University in Enid, Oklahomaand completed his
Doctor of Divinity at Yale Divinity School. He
married his precious Ima Lou in December of
1946. She preceded him in death on March 8,
2004.

Rev. Langley served Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) congregationsin Altus, Okla-
homa; Northside Christian Church in St. Louis; Kingsway Christian Churchin Memphis,
Tennessee; and First Christian Church in Marshall, Missouri before concluding his career
at First Christian Churchin Columbia.

Rev. Langley held leadership positionsin the community and state including membership
ontheBoard of Trusteesof ColumbiaCollege, Chairman of Board of Directorsof Woodhaven
L earning Center, member of the ColumbiaRotary Club, and member of the Board of Direc-
torsat Lenoir Retirement Community. He held positions asthe Moderator of the Christian
Church in Missouri and the Missouri Christian Minister’s Institute.

Samissurvived by son Stephen and wife Joanne, of Kansas City, son Stan and wife Trudy
of Sturgeon, daughter Luanne of Nixa, Missouri and grandchildren Adam and Sarah.

A memorial service was held at 11:00 am on Tuesday, July 17 at First Christian Church.

Memorial contributions may be madeto First Christian Church Memoria Fund, or the Sam
S. and ImaL ou Langley Scholarship Fund, Yale Divinity School.

Black Gold

TheMid-Month Moviewill star coffee beansthisFriday, July 20" at 7:00 pm in our ‘Q

very own Cinema. The college studentswould liketo sharethisrecently made and
award winning documentary with thiswhole church family asthey enjoyed watch-

ing it during one of their “Random Movie Nights’ thissummer. “Black Gold” isa
documentary that examines the growing challenges coffee farmers face. The
movie shows one man'’s struggles while traveling the world in an attempt to find
buyerswillingto pay afair pricefor the coffee. Come and sip on somefairly-traded
coffee while munching on some popcorn aswe view and then discuss“Black Gold”.
Child Careis provided in our nursery and you can even begin purchasing your own
“Just Coffee” inthe church officefor $9 per bag if you so desire. Hopeto seeyou here
for themovie!
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Sunday Services

Sunday’s worship service will be centered
on the lectionary texts of Amos 8:1-12 and
Luke10:38-42. In coordinationwith our 175th
Anniversary Celebration, wewill be focus-
ing on mission work and within this context
will be graced by a skit that was written by
the Rossmans and a solo by Jessica
Klockow.

At the 8:30 worship service Brenda Mosby
will sing “MoreThan Wonderful” by Lanny
Wolfe. Norma Miller, pianist and Mary
Bancroft, organist will provide duets at the
10:30 service.

Weekly Report
July 15, 2007
Received $5,503.00
Received to Date $60,704.15
Attendance - 283
(includes early worship - 50)

General Assembly

Attending the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ) General Assembly in Fort Worth,
Texasthisnext week will be: John and Sarah
Yonker; Amy Kay, Daneand Seb Pavlovich;
and Sally Robinson. We pray for their safe
travel.

Church

(Disctples of Christ)
Columbia, Missouri
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Heeerrreee’s Johnny!

We hoped that Sam L angley would have had
several more years to enjoy retirement liv-
ing since he moved back to Columbia after
Ima Lou’s death in 2004. As | mentioned
during his memorial service on Tuesday
morning, it wasajoyousday when hewalked
down the aisle and reunited with the church
after having been gonesince his 1991 retire-
ment. When | shook his hand that Sunday
morning and introduced him, the congrega-
tion gave him arousing round of applause.
It was well deserved, for twenty-one years
we were privileged to have him as our Se-
nior Minister.

On more than one occasion in these past
few yearsheand | have had our private con-
versations about the church, and noted what
an honor it has been for both of usto serve
thiscongregation. When hewascalled here
from the church in Marshall, Missouri, he
told me he had known our church’s great
history of ministry through the years and
felt unworthy to accept the position because
of that fact. And |, inturn, told himthat | felt
the same way, in large part, because | had
known him and knew what afineministry he
had with our church.

As | listened to Bill Shoop and Jim
Spainhower tell their stories of their long-
timefriendshipswith Sam through theyears,
and put into words their great admiration
and respect for him, | knew that so many
other people could have also told of their
experiences with Sam, and the many ways
which his ministry touched their lives. As
one of our members told me just the other
day, “I was devoted to Sam because he was
aways there for me and my entire family.”
What more could be said? Except that he
awaystried to there for everyone al so.

As| walk around the church | often think of
Sam because of al theimprovementswhich
were madeto the building in histwenty-one
year ministry. Perhaps none more so than
the cross atop the bell tower. Many of you
remember the story and the day that Sam
had it installed, thelast week of hisministry.
Ima L ou had been such a support to himin
all hisyearsof ministry that he wanted to do
something in her honor. Since she had of -
ten suggested that the bell tower needed
something he received permission from the
church board to install the cross. And so he
came down to the church on a Wednesday
evening to watch them place a cross on top
of the bell tower, and surprised her the next

Sunday morning when he took her outside
toseeit. It wasthe completion of her dream,
and theending of hisministry at First Chris-
tian.

And now, every time| drive up the street to
the church, | remember Sam and Ima Lou
Langley, and givethanksto God their minis-
try inthis place. Thanks beto God!

Thanks for Boone Hospi-
tal Worship Services

Francesand | received anote of thanksfrom
Boone Hospital for the serviceswe provided
in the month of June for worship. We, in
turn, would like to thank those folks who
participated. They were: Shirley Park, David
Heise, Lorene Trickey, Steve and Sharon
Smith, Steve and Mary Bess Green. . Thank
you dl very much. Thisisafine service pro-
vided for the patients at Boone Hospital.
Harsh and Frances Brown

Debit Survey

The Stewardship Committee would like to
thank everyone who completed the auto-
matic debit survey. Three out of four of the
responseswere marked “no”. Therewere 15
responses marked “yes’. There are coststo
offer thisservice. Thereisa$75initial setup
fee. Eachmonththefeeis$14.95. Thefeeto
create each file is $5.00 plus 10 cents per
item. If 15 people usethisservicethe cost to
the church to create just one file would be
$21.45 ($1.43 per item). The Stewardship
Committee hasdecided thet, at thistime, itis
cost prohibitive to offer this convenience.

/Thank You

First Christian Church,

Thank you for the beautiful bouquet
of flowers delivered to me on my
92nd birthday. | do appreciate your
thoughtfulness. Thank you again.

\_

Lovetoal,
Elwyn Ewer

/

News of the congregation

ElsieHugheshasbeen released from Boone
Hospital and goneto the L enoir Health Care
Center where shewill continuerecuperating
from surgery last week. Tom Carey wasaso
released from the hospital last week and is
now spending some time at the home of his
daughter, Julie Hickey. Don Seltsam has
returned home after spending aday at Rusk
Rehabilitation Center. Our prayersarewith
Geor geHarrisashebeginsoutpatient medi-
cal treatment for the next few weeks.

Our sympathy isextendedto Jim and Gloria
Burt and the members of their family onthe
death of Jim'sfather, CharlesH. Burt, who
died early Sunday morning, July 15 at the
Audrain Medical Center. Funeral services
were held at 1 p.m., Wednesday, July 18 at
the Pickering Funeral Homein Mexico. He
was 90 yearsold.

Our prayersarewith Sam Langley’ sfamily:
His son and daughter-in-law, Stephen and
Joanneandtheir children, Adam and Sar ah
Langley, of Kansas City, his sonand daugh-
ter-in-law, Stan and Trudy L angley of Co-
lumbia, and hisdaughter, L uanneL angley,
of Nixa, Missouri.

We also remember Pat Rybolt’stwo sisters:
Gloria Wold who is recovering from are-
cent heart attack, and Marybelle
Zimmer man who isrecovering from recent
heart surgery and a stroke.

Thanksto BrendaMartin and al the mem-
bersof theHandbell Choir for planning and
hosting such a nice reception for Melissa
Straw after the 10:30 worship service last
week. Thanks also to Melissa's son, M at-
thew Straw for the beautiful piano solo pre-
sented at the offertory, and to Jean Hall and
Mary Bancroft for the piano/organ duets
presented at the late service. To conclude
theday of recognition, membersof the Chan-
cel Choir and Handbell Choir gathered for a
picnic supper at the home of Susan and
BruceWoodbury located in the country near
Harrisburg. It was a fitting tribute to
Melissa'sthirteen and half year music min-
istry with our church.

Tom Yonker is participating in the annual
CRY Fegtival (Christian Regional Youth) this
week at Columbia College. Serving as an
adult sponsor, heis also leading two work-
shops on helping Disciples youth from
across the state learn about religious and
cultural diversity. Amy Kay Pavlovich also
enjoyed leading aworshop at CRY Festival.



175" Anniversary News - cenie Rogers

Tribute

Our hearts are filled with both joy and sorrow for our beloved
former pastor, Sam Langley, who died July 14, 2007. The 175th
Anniversary Committeejoins many othersin expressing sympathy
to the Langley family. In celebrating our history during this anni-
versary year, the entire church has focused on the rich fabric of
which this church is woven. We have been blessed by an out-
standing series of ministers to guide and lead the congregation.
Our strength comes from their character and leadership. Sam had
unquestioned integrity, kindness, and generosity in his thought
and action. He provided steady guidance during times of family
sorrow and the exhilaration of happy times. He and Ima L ou were
rolemodelsof how toliveaChrigtianlife. Heenriched our livesand
wewill misshim. ~The 175th Committee

Picnic with Alexander Campbell

We are very fortunate to have as our guest on Sunday, August 5,
2007, Rev. John Bolen, Disciple minister and professor at Simpson
College in Oskaloosa, lowa. He has spent many years honing the
skills of portraying Alexander Campbell in his appearance, dress
and speech. Hewill deliver the sermon at both services on August
5 and we will once again return to our 1832 roots. Anyone who
wishes is encouraged to dress in period clothing. Once again, we
will beusing our old fashioned offering boxes. Wewill try very hard
to be “in period.” Later in the afternoon we will gather at the
Reichmann Building at Stephens Lake Park. All Disciple area
churches, Woodhaven staff and clients, and Lenoir Woods resi-
dentswill beinvited asour guests. FCC will providefried chicken,
paper plates, cups, plastic utensilsand lemonadefor everyone. We
ask each family who is able to bring a covered dish.

Amy Kay will bein charge of gamesfor all thekids. We hope some
of the old-fashioned games will appeal to the kids like potato sack
races! Anyonewho isableto help Amy Kay, please cal her at the
church office.

Our friend, Elder Campbell will be present, in character, and will
offer the blessing before supper. He will be around to discuss the
challenges of church history of the day and the pull between the
Campbellitesand thefollowers of Barton Stone. Wewill utilizethe
air conditioning of 2007 and the updated kitchen in the new
Reichmann building so it will not be atotal step back into history!
Bring thekids, your extended family and acovered dish for an old-
fashioned picnic with other ColumbiaDisciple Churches.

Sally Robinsonisin charge of planning and detailsfor thepicnic. If
you are ableto help please contact her directly, or the church office.
We hope to have a good crowd and plenty of food for our guests.

~Genie Rogers
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Local Mission First
Work Christian
Church
TheJail Ministry Dincipies of Corist)

Colismnbla, Miasourd

The Jail Ministry, spon-
sored by the Interfaith
Council, began at the re-
quest of Major Warren
Brewer, Director of the Boone County Jail around 1990. Major
Brewer saw the need for theinmatesto have contact with represen-
tatives from the churches to help them deal with their anger and
mistrust about incarceration and prepare them for re-entry into so-
ciety. For the correctional processto be successful, there needsto
be an effective path to readjust to anormal life outside of jail.

The mission of the Jail Ministry isto provide spiritual nurture and
comfort to inmatesthrough Bible study and worship and to demon-
strate to the prisoners that Christian people care for them. The
Boone County jail houses approximately 200 peopleat agiventime.
Their offensesrange fromtraffic ticketsto first-degree murder. Par-
ticipationinthe Jail Ministry isat al timesaprivilege, not aright for
theinmates. Approximately 25 men and 15 women attend the ser-
vicesweekly. The men and women are separated, and the men are
separated again by temperament. One-on-oneministry isalso avall-
able. Sometimes the ministry continues after release with assis-
tancein job interview preparation, driving the inmate to appoint-
ments, and maintaining arelationship of friendship and concern.

The volunteers involved in the Jail Ministry go out every Sunday
from9am. to 2 p.m. and meet with both men and women separately.
Thisisavoluntary event for theinmates. The meetingslast for 1 %2
hours. Each church group approachesthetask in adlightly differ-
ent way, but generally the time is spent in Bible study, singing,
praying, and persona testimony as to how God, Jesus, and the
Holy Spirit are working in the lives of those present. It is clearly
stated that the volunteer representatives are not there to “save
souls” but to help the inmate become aware of God's presence
through the Holy Spirit in their lives.

Thisis aministry that can be quite difficult. Edith Taylor of our
church has been a long-time member of the Jail Ministry. Harsh
Brown hasjoined her in the last ten years as a volunteer from our
church. Together they represent FCC asateam. Otherswho are
involved and help on aregular basis from our church are Cherry
Hinderberger and Marvin Tracy. Our church budget this year do-
nated $200 for the purchase of Biblesfor the Ministry.

As followers of Christ, we believe in the inherent value of each
person. The Apostle Paul, in 2 Corinthians 5:19, said “God wasin
Christ reconciling the world to himself, not counting their tres-
passes against them and entrusting to us the message of reconcili-
ation.”

~Harsh Brown



Local Mission Work

Fun City

Fun City began asagrassroots effort led by Beulah Ralph and Rev. and Mrs. Melvin West in 1970 to provide a safe, supervised learning
environment for low-income kids during the summer months. It began with 25 children housed in the lower level of St. Paul AME Church
on Park Avenue. For years it operated on a very modest budget with financial, in-kind, and food donations by the churches and civic
organizations.

In 1973 Fun City incorporated as anot-for-profit organi zation under Community Playground. 1n 1974 the agency moved to Grant Elementary
School, then the following year they moved to Douglass High School where it remainstoday. The central location of Douglass School in
the First Ward and within walking distance of public housing has made it an appealing location for the people who are most in need of the
services. A great many of these neighborhood children were watching siblings during the day, did not have regular meals or supervision,
and needed exposure to some organized enrichment activities. Thefacilities of Douglass pool, Douglass Park, and the school itself all are
utilized. Besides providing a safe place during the day, there has been increased emphasis through the years on writing and reading skills
during the summer months. Field trips are planned to close areas of interest such as the Capitol and the St. Louis Zoo.

Of the 150 children served each summer, most live below the poverty level. Inrecent years, Fun City hasqualified asaDay Care Provider
under Division of Family Service (DFS) rules, therefore receives state reimbursement for the summer program.

In an attempt to build on the summer success, Fun City has expanded to include a Saturday “Youth Academy” as part of the services
offered. Tutoring and academic enrichment are provided at the Blind Boone Center. This meets throughout the school year. Parental
involvement is encouraged and attempts are being made to establish aforum for urban parents. 1n 2003, the Interact Teen to Teen Theater
became part of the Fun City Youth Academy programs to promote good decisions regarding risky behavior for at-risk youth.

During thefirst decade of the operation of Fun City, the First Christian ladieswere very involved in hel ping the program be asuccess. Year
after year from 1973 to 1996, Drennan Circle baked over 3,000 cookiesyearly for use at snack timefor the children of Fun City. Our local
outreach budget continuesto send ayearly contribution for $500 toward the summer program. Members of our church have served on the
Board of Fun City, most recently Edith Taylor. Kirsten Leach, leader of the Campus and Career Group in the early 1980's, supervised our
college age studentsfor asummer of volunteer help at Fun City. Nelson Trickey al so spent many volunteer hours helping at Fun City during
the earlier days of their operation.

In April, 1995, the Columbia Daily Tribune
reported: “On Wednesday, as they have for
22 years, the ladies of First Christian
Church’s Drennan Group fired up the
kitchen’s six ovens and baked 2600 cookies
for Fun City, asummer day camp for inner-
city youngsters. First to arrive at 6:45 a.m.
wasL orene Trickey and by shortly after noon
all the cookieswere baked and bagged. Get-
ting caught with their hands in the cookie
dough were Brenda Martin, Betty Bohon,
Mary Curry, Cheryl Stansberry, Cathy
Seltsam, Mimi McRoberts, Sally Estes, Su-
san Ballard, Judith Wildman, Beth Arey and
NormaMiller. Dr. John Yonker served astaste-tester. Over 200 dozen cookieswill be stored in the freezers of Fun City Board members until
ready for use as snacks’.

Fun City isagood example of defining acommunity need and pulling together the support of churches, the school system and the city of
Columbiato provide theinitial support and later adding state DFS money to maintain their quality of service.
~Genie Rogers



YouTH
OROUP:
e

- -www.firstchristian.org/youth

JYF and Chi Rhowill not meet this Sunday, July 22, but will gather on Saturday, July 28" for
aswimming party! Wewill meet at the church at 1:30pm and will return by 4:15pm. Wanna
come enjoy the water with the youth? We certainly welcome Partner involvement! Call
Amy Kay if you areinterested in helping at 808-1980.

The CYF Mission Trip Reunion has been set for Friday, July 27" at 7:00pm. Anyoneis
invited to attend aswe will watch the pictures of our trip, reminisce, hear the update on the
house we hel ped with and enjoy the now famous vanillaice-cream with sprinkles.

Mission Trippers above: Dane and Amy Kay Pavlovich, Kelsey Schutjer, Sara Klockow,
Lindsey Chandler, Charise Garrett, Intern Heather, Ryan Hunsaker, Alec Wright, Drew
Giesekeand Lexi Ruffolo.

College Notes....

Bowling this Sunday! Come join usthis Sunday at Town and Country Lanes, located on
North Providence, at 7:30. Stop on by whenever your schedul e allows, and come prepared
to show off your skills. We hope to see you all there.

Thomas Crane-July 22
Gerald Ramsey-July 22
Ashley Buxton-July 22

Abram Brummett-July 25
JuliaLaHue-July 25
Jenny Hallan-July 25
Mary Kite-July 26

Jewel| Dietzel-July 27
Derrick Evers-Jduly 27
Mark Martin-July 28

Amber Roberts-July 22
Lesley DeHaven-July 23
Audrey Snyder-July 24
Larry Dietzel-July 25

THIS WEEK

Dear FCC Family,

| can't find the words to thank you ap-
propriately for al thegiftsyou havegiven
me in the past 14 years. | treasure the
specia relationship | havewith each staff
member, bell choir member, chancel choir
member, and members of the congrega-
tion.

FCCisuniqueinthat it hassuch aloving,
nurturing congregation and staff. It has
seen me travel the journey of a newly-
married, novice teacher and conductor,
through the birth of two children, and now
thosechildren areusing their musical gifts
to worship God, aswell. FCC, asavil-
lage, has nurtured my family in numerous
ways—whether that is someone always
ensuring Margaret got from Sunday
School to church, to checking in on the
status of my family and my parents, and
so much more.

Thedecision toleavewas one of the most
difficult | have ever made. | became so
beset with all of my professional respon-
sibilities, | felt that my ministry would be
moreeffectiveif | stepped down frommy
leadership position aschoir director. | do
plan to stay in the life of the church as
much as possible, and thank you in ad-
vancefor continuing to makemefee wel-
come.

Finally, thank you for the generous love
gift and beautiful plaque presented at
Sunday’s service. While it was an emo-
tional time, | hope you were able to see
how very touched | was by your gener-
osity. The reception was simply beauti-
ful, and the party given by the choir and
bells at the Woodbury home was lively
and fun!

| will lwaystreasurethe memoriesof my
time at FCC, and look forward to being
with you whenever possible.
With Sincere Thanks,
Melissa Straw
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Ministerial Saff:
Dr. John J. Yonker, Senior Minister
jyonker@firstchristian.org

Rev. Amy Kay Pavlovich, Associate Minister
amykayp@firstchristian.org

Summer Ministry Intern: Elizabeth Rottmann

Music Saff:
Mary Bancroft, Coord. of Music & Organist
NormaMiller, Pianist

Mother’s Day Out: Tracy Westhoff, Director

Support Saff:

Kay Beissenherz, Administrative Secretary
fec@firstchristian.org

Jim Burt, Custodian

Fred Mottaz, Business Manager
fred@firstchristian.org

Michaela Ragains, Receptionist

Sunday’s Schedule-July 22, 2007

Van Driver: TBA Telephone: TBA
8:30 Early Wor ship, Sanctuary
Worship Asst: Steve, Sharon and Andrea Smith
Elder for 8:30 Service: Barbara Rothenberger
Communion Preparation:
Bruce and Susan Woodbury, Doris Neidhart
9:30 Chur ch School
Church School Greeters: Doris Neidhardt
Nursery Volunteer: TBA
10:30Wor ship in Sanctuary
Sermon: Rev. Amy Kay Pavlovich Liturgist: Linda Ridgeway
10:30 Elders: Pamelaand Richard Hoeppner, Bettie Koelling
Deacons: The Stanley Team
Greeters:
Barb Rothenberger, North Door
SaraKlockow, South Door
Ushers: The Scott Team
Candlelighters: TBA
Flower Ministry:
Arranged: Pat Rainey
Delivered: Genie Rogersand GloriaHay
Evangelism Calls: SaraKlockow
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This Week (July 22 - 28)

Disciplesof Christ General Assembly (July 21-25)

Sun. -No JY For Chi Rho
- Lenoir Health CareWorship, 3:30 pm
- Church Softball Game, 5:00 pm, Yellow Field
- CollegeBowling, 7:30 pm, Town & County L anes

Fri. - CYFMission Trip Reunion, 7:00 p.m.

Sat. - JY Fand Chi Rho Swimming Party, 1:30 p.m.-4:15 p.m.
(meet at church)

Swimming
PaRtY




