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575th Annual Christmas Pageant & Tasting Party
*Sunday, December 16, 7:00 p.m.

s The Pageant: Sanctuary

® Join us as we see first hand the story of the nativity unfold in our
:&anctuary. Come to sing the carols, hear the ancient texts, offer
o White Gifts and hear songs offered by our children.

[ ]

: White gifts are the gifts traditionally brought to the Annual Christmas Pageant. They
® are typically canned, non-perishable foods wrapped in white paper.  The gifts are
:Wrapped in white so that al the gifts look the same. By doing this, the love and
e devotion of thegiver becomes moreimportant than the gift. Thesegiftsare then given
: to people in need in our community, instead of to each other, so that the true spirit of
o Christmas may shine though.

[ ]

: On this specia evening we will bring gifts to make an offering, letting the spirit of
® Christmas shine through our lives. These white gifts will serve people in need in our
: community through the Central Missouri Food Pantry.

[ ]

¢ The Tasting Party: Fellowship Hall

o Atasting party will follow the Pageant. You areinvitedto bringtasty treatsto Fellow-
® ship Hall that we might continue the cel ebration of the Pageant in our holiday fellow-
: ship together. Cherry Hinderberger will lead the charge of Tasting Party organization.
: Please call her (445-6382) with questionsor to help.
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ri'stmas Annual Christmas Caroling

= oy

Ifﬂﬁl’ <2 Theyouth of the church will go ontheir annual Christmas Car-
oling excursion on Sunday, December 23.  Caroling will extend
thejoy of Christmasin song to those church membersand friends that are homebound and
inlocal carefacilities. Theyouth are glad to welcomeall inthe churchto jointheminthis
great experience.

Sunday, December 23, 4:00 p.m., meeting at church. A soup supper and funwill follow in
fellowship hall. Wewill concludethefestivitiesaround 7:30 p.m.
Staff Christmas Fund m
TheAdministrative Department will again make availableto thechurct
membership a staff Christmas Fund to honor our excellent church
staff during this Christmas season for their combined effortsin helping make our
church onein which we can al take great pride. Checks should be madeto First
Christian Church with “ Staff Christmas Fund” noted on them. Deadlinefor con-
tributionsisDecember 21. Please notethat the gift will bedivided evenly among
the staff members-ministers, office staff, music staff and custodian.
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Third Sunday of Advent

Come, festively sing while awaiting the
birth,

join angelsin dancing from heaven to
earth.

Wave banners of goodness, lift high
thankful praise.

Onecandleislit for thejoy of thesedays.

With thelighting of thethird Advent candle,
the readings of scripturesfrom Isaiah 35:1-
10 and Matthew 11:2-11, Dr. Yonker’s ser-
mon and the singing of the great music of
the season, the Advent season continuesin
worship services.

Our special music will include Jerry
Daugherty’s solo, “The Lion of Judah,” ar-
ranged by Tom Fettke. The Chancel Choir
will present “ Prepare Y€’ by Marc Robinson.

Weekly Report
December 9, 2007
Received $4,231.00
Recelved to Date $210,951.11
Attendance - 70
(includesearly worship - 10)

Church
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An Advent word, or two...

“The shepherdswere sore afraid.” 1t waskind of funny how afraid they looked last Friday
night. Theyoung menthat played the shepherdsat theliving nativity were pretty good and
being afraid of the Angel. It helped the gathered passers-by to get into the story. The
shepherds were even entertaining enough to divert the attention from the sheep that had a
propensity for “going” at the most holy of moments. Add in smart looking Wise Men, and
areally cute group of little angelswe called “the heavenly host” and wa-1a, astory unfolds,
reminding us for but amoment of the place where Jesuslay. | have needed that reminder.

Sometimes it takes me a while to get into advent. Us single guys need help sometimes
getting into it. December 25 at the parent’s house isalong way away it seems. Each year
| have made it a conscious effort to avoid the over done hub-bub in the marketplace that
hitsthe racks before Halloween. Thus, | haveto trust the preparation for Christmasto come
from more grounded sources. The hanging of the greens helped. The advent fellowship
dinner helped. The living nativity helped. Hearing Handel’s Messiah on Saturday night
helped. Yesterday Amy Kay and | ventured out in theiceto deliver college care-packages.
The adventure of icy roads, being with afriend, and the sharing of giftsto strangershel ped.

It is my hope you too are helped along the way this advent season. Perhaps the ways we
gather at First Christian Church to hear again, proclaim again and share again the good
news— that waiting for God to come again — really are the most helpful. ~Jmmy

A Big Thank-You from >N

the Voluntary Action @@g There will be
Center »@ no newsletter
Thank you to everyone who participated in BR3P the -WEEk of
thisyear’s Voluntary Action Center Christ- | >3 Christmas

mas project. First Christian Churchwasable @

to provide gifts or gift cards and grocery
store vouchers to 50 individuals this year.
We supported several families, including two
familiesof nine people, elderly singleadults,
and disabled adults. In addition to many
other community services, VAC provides
gifts and the means to purchase a holiday
meal to over 1,100 families in our area at
Christmastime. A special thanksgoesout to
Tammy Arnett and Fred Mottaz, who were
instrumental in making thisyear’sproject a
SuCCess. ~Stacia Schaefer

December Graduates

The churchwould liketo celebrateall of our
graduates, but we need your help to know
of your special event! Pleaselet Amy Kay
or the church office know soon if you are a
soon-to-be Graduate.

It was a full table!

More than 130 people
gathered with frineds to
enjoy great potluck food
and fellowship at the An-
4 nual Advent Fellowship
Dinner December 5th.

News of the congregation

Congratulationsto Christy and Shawn Von
Talge upon the birth of their daughter,
Kenzie Christine who was born Saturday,
December 8 at Boone Hospital. She was
7lbs, 19 Y inches at birth. The proud big
sisterisKayla.

Wewish aspeedy recovery to EIseHughes
who isrecovering from arecent fall which
necessitated atrip to the hospital last week.
Sheisnow at the Lenoir Health Care Center
to continue recuperating.

Elizabeth Doty died at thehome of Millard
and Carol Thomas Monday afternoon, De-
cember 10th. Survivorsinclude: husband,
Dabney; daughter, Car ol Thomas, daugh-
ter, Ann Leonard, of Carrollton, MO; son,
Dabney Doty, Jr., of Porland, OR; son, Allan
Doty, of Corpus Christi, TX; 8 grandchil-
dren and 3 great-grandchildren. Services
will beFri., Dec. 14, 10:00 am, at Memorial
Funeral Home.

With theice storm, Homebound Commun-
ionwas cancelled last Sunday, but has been
rescheduled this coming Sunday, Decem-
ber 16. Eldersand Deaconswho had agreed
to participate in this important ministry
should contact Lorene Trickey to confirm
their participation and callsto be made.

Webidfarewell and God'sblessingsto Gene
and Rena M oor e who moved to St. Louis
on December 4 tolivecloser to children and
grandchildren. They have been members
of our congregation since 1985 following
Geng'sretirement from ministry inthe Chris-
tian Church (Disciples of Christ) which be-
gan in his student days at Phillips Univer-
sity in 1937. They are hoping to stay in
touchwithfriendsat: 12505 Village Circle
Drive, 463, S. Louis, MO 63127, phone 314-
270-7463,and e-mail emooreD2@gmail.com.

-

BIRTHDAY!

Joe Reardon-Dec. 16
Christine Orscheln-Dec. 16
Don Houston-Dec. 16
HannaWeber-Dec. 16
JuliaBower-Dec. 17
Robert Martin-Dec. 18
NormaMiles-Dec. 18
Kaedon Wheatley-Dec. 18
Robert Leach-Dec. 19

Marilyn Schappert-Dec. 22 /




175" Anniversary News - cenie Rogers

December Theme:

“Celebrating the Past and Embracing the Future”

175%™ Anniversary Time
Capsule Project

The 175" Anniversary slogan created for our
year-long celebration is* From the Frontier
to the Future.” Inlooking towards our fu-
ture, the committee decided to createatime
capsule to be opened in the Church’s 200"
year, 2032. Thiswill be an exciting way for
our members to see what First Christian
Churchwasall about in 2007.

The time capsule will be dedicated at the
end of theyear. We are asking for contribu-
tions and suggestions from any individual
members, groups, classes, etc. to beincluded
inthe collection.

If you areinterested in putting together some-
thing or just have a suggestion, please con-
tact JessicaHumble at 441-8021 or email at:
humblgjess@aol.com. | am surewe can cre-
ate something amazing for our membersto
discoverin 2032!

Ornaments and FCC Logo
Items

A table will continue to be set up in the
Narthex before and after both services for
saleof churchlogoitems, especialy our time-
lesscommemorative gold church ornament.
The cost per ornament is $12.00 or 2 for
$20.00. They will beavailableduring theweek
in the church office.

Tote bags with the church image, baseball
hats with the church name embroidered on
them in tan and gray are available in two
different styles, note cards of theink draw-
ing of the church, postcards of the stained
glass Christian College window, chinacom-
memorative plates and mugs are all avail-
able. These are great Christmas gifts and
are being sold at our cost.
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Quilt

The 175th Anniversary Quilt was unveiled
to avery receptive crowd at the Christmas
Fellowship dinner on December 5. It is
beautiful! Thequilt will hang for afew weeks
in the narthex and then be moved to the
Historical Room where it will stay on per-
manent display. What a treasure for the
church to have as a remembrance of this
fantastic 175" year of celebration. Many
thanksto Mary Tompson, her quilt commit-
tee and all the church memberswho partici-
pated in the making of quilt squares.

KMIZ-TV Ads

Two promotional ads for the church have
been filmed for use during Advent. They
will beonKMIZ TV. They arescheduled to
run four timesaday including the morning
and evening news. Thiswas agoa of the
175" Anniversary Committee and the newly
formed Publicity Department.
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Minute for History

The last Minute for History for our 175"
Anniversary Year will be this Sunday, De-
cember 16. Itisashort skit written by Parker
Rossmantitled “ The Church of Tomorrow”.

JANE FROMAN: WITH A
SONG IN MY HEART

The famous singing career began here in
our church choir and at our church-related
Christian (Columbia) Collegefor Columbia's
own Jane Froman. The great New York
showman Billy Rose once exclaimed that the
top ten popular singers were “Jane Froman
and nine others.”

Jane'smother, AnnaFroman, wasour church
organist and choir director aswell asan ex-
traordinary voice instructor and choral di-
rector at the college. Good Christian music
seemed to exhilarate both of them.

(continued on next page)



JANE FROMAN
(continued)

Professionally, Jane performed nationwide
in every kind of prestigious entertainment
venue. Sheintroduced the song “| Believe”
on network television and had her own
weekly TV shows. Flyingto Europeduring
WorldWar |1 to entertain troops, theairliner
she was on crashed into the Tigris River at
Lisbon, Portugal. Miraculously, she sur-
vived but was never ableto walk again with-
out abrace. Yet for many moreyearswithan
indomitable spirit, she sang before crowds
larger than ever.

Jane'sisaheroic story published in at least
three biographies, including a new one by
Barbara Seuling. An Oscar-winning movie,
“WithaSongin My Heart,” about Jane and
title of her theme song, stars Susan Hay-
ward and hasrecently become ahomevideo.
The vocals are by Jane Froman and lip-
synched by the actress. The November is-
sue of Mid-Missouri Mature Living maga-
zinehighlights Jane asitscover feature story.

November 10 wasthe anniversary of Jane's
birthday. In homage during the month, there
were centennial programs around the coun-
try, including eight different public events
around Columbia. When Lawrence Welk
and his big dance band performed at the
Hearnes Center, Jane was his guest, and he
paid public tribute to her. Cautiously, she
came up onto the stage to a full-house,
standing applause, and they danced a few
steps together.

In the church history book, “ Guided by the
Hand of God”, Kathy Dainsrelatesthat for a
time*back when,” our Sunday worship ser-
vices were broadcast into 11 states by
Jefferson City radio station WOS, now
KWOS. Mrs. Anna Froman and her daugh-
ter Jane provided the church music for these
broadcasts.

Jane retired back to Columbia and married
longtimefriend Rowland “ Smitty” Smith, a
former managing editor of the Tribune.
Christian College conferred on her itshigh-
est Honor Serviceaward. Shealsobecamea
Christian College trustee and founded two
charitable organizations. Shedied in 1980,
and her graveisin the Columbia Cemetery.
She continues to be honored by a college
annual vocal music award and by its ever-
popular Jane Froman Singers, who per-
formed in the sanctuary earlier thisyear as
part of our 175" celebration.

~Bob Leach

Memories my years as
Director of the Christ-
mas Pageant on its 75t
Anniversary

We moved to Columbiain the fall of 1955
and visited First Christian Church the first
Sunday intown. Dr. Lemmonwastheminis-
ter and so popular that on occasional
Sunday’s it was necessary to put up chairs
at the end of the pews to accommodate the
crowds. Thiswasespecially trueof hisNew
Year’ssermon each year.

That first Sunday we took the girls (ages 7
and 5) to Sunday School and Mrs. Hannah
Jones, the superintendent of the elementary
children, was having difficulty teaching the
children to learn the song to be sung in the
Christmas Pageant. The song wasdifficult,
but | offered to help her and thus entered
into service at the church which has pro-
vided me joy and pleasure during the years
| was ableto help.

When Sam Langley took over as minister
and wasresponsiblefor organizing the pag-
eant, no one volunteered to take charge. At
the rehearsal he said this might be the last
time we had a pageant unless we turned it
over to someone other than the Minister!
Several stepped forward to help. Eva
Ordway wasresponsiblefor getting the bet-
ter costumes and stage properties together.
Many wonderful couples have been read-
ers at the pageant and we began using
couples as Mary and Joseph when they had
anew baby as the baby Jesus. That was a
new excitement for the children. When
Hartley and Kim Rogers had tripletsin 2001,
they were Mary and Joseph in the Pageant.
When asked which triplet would be Jesus,
Hartley answered, “whichever oneisn't cry-
ing”! Therewasaquick last minute change
of Baby Jesus as they entered and the trip-
let who served was very co-operative
throughout the evening. The boys in the
high school classwere often shepherdscom-
ing down from the back of the church and it
was exciting to have the three kings come
down the aisle singing solo verses of “We
Three Kings’. One year we were short a
high school singer as one of the kings. |
asked Tony Ritchie to fill in (although he
was aready in college). He accepted, but
hismother Ginny told me he complained that
he wanted to say “no”, but it was ashard to
tell Mrs. Guy “no” asit would have been to
refusetodoit for God! Oneevening, asthe
Kingscamedowntheaidesinging, theKing
on the north aisle caught his robe on the
front pew ashewasturning toward thefront,

revealing his brief, gold shorts underneath.
It was a short humorous break, and then the
service continued. Being chosen to be the
angel was generally reserved for agirl who
had been activein the church and wasajun-
ior or senior in high school. Thiswasaspe-
cial honor the girlslooked forward to.

The Pageant was held on the last Sunday
evening before the colleges' Christmas va-
cation began, so that the students would be
ableto participate. Therewere costumesfor
Joseph, Mary, the Angel, the Shepherds and
the Three Kings (quite ornate). All the chil-
drenin each department of the Sunday School
had songs throughout the pageant, which
enriched the story. Several soloistsfrom the
adult choir brought a professional touch to
the program. | especially remember Mrs.
Mary Alice Bedford, wifeof Bill Bedford (pro-
fessor at Christian College), Tom Mills, be-
loved leader of musicat MU, and later Peggy
Leachsinging “O Holy Night” at the close of
the service.

It wasmuch |ater that the TASTING PARTY
was added to the evening, which wasawon-
derful additionto theevening. The Hugheys
and Hinderbergers, from the beginning have
hosted this Tasting Party, which is so con-
duciveto fellowship.

Many people have assisted with the Pag-
eant. We, the Guy family and willing helpers,
Tom and FredaMartz, often worked together
putting the finishing touchesin place. | re-
member Sam Barrett, probably inhislate 70's
and 80's, riding his bicycle to church, after
hiswife Amy passed away. Heawaysfound
the tall ladder and climbed it to put up the
star until Dan Backhues begged him to stop
for fear hewouldfall. After the Pageant, we
tried to put the costumes back on the hang-
ers, whichweremarked “ 1% King”, “Angel”,
etc. | remember Jm Rogers, till avery young
elementary student, always showing up to
help put the costumes away and the Shreves
family also helped with that task. Rhonda
Rothenberger aways checked the make up
and helped with the beads, etc. The most
fun wastaking the pictures of the characters
in costume and sharing them with those who
took part inthe pageant. My daughter, Patti,
helped with this until the Stanley’s did the
pictures and later, Joyce did the make-up.
My help and involvement with the pageant
covered 22 years of its production, until it
became one of the responsibilities of Amy
Kay, when she joined the church staff. Ev-
eryone has enjoyed the changes, especially
theyoungest children taking part for thelast
few years. We hopeit continues another 75
years.
~Connie Guy



(yout h this week)

(Dueto the snow and ice JYF and
Chi-Rho were cancelled on December
9)

December 16
All youth invited to or participating
in the Pageant.

December 23
Christmas Caroling & Party, 4:00-
7:00 pm

CYF
Onelast EAT OUT on December 19.
Meet at church at 7:00 p.m., Bring $5.

Come, Celebrate the Gift!

“Joy totheworld, the Lordiscome,” wesing,
not “has come.” And in that classic carol,
“OLittleTown of Bethlehem” thelast line of
thefirst verse declares, “ The hopesand fears
of al the years are met in thee TONIGHT.”
At Christmas we not only recall events that
took place long, long ago, but we celebrate
that our livesarebeing transformed by God's
gift of hisonly Son; that the coming of Jesus
brings joy to the world, now! And so each
year wewait in hopeful anticipationfor God's
son to be born again.

Asyou prepareto make plansfor thisyear’s
Christmas Special Day Offering remember
that God isusing these giftsto changelives.
The Christmas Offering supports the work
of regional ministriesasthey help congrega-
tionswith planning and pastoral care, equip-
ping leaders through workshops and net-
working, strengthening ministry through the
search and call process as well as the train-
ing, licensing, and ordaining of ministers. In
addition, Regions grow faithful disciples
through camps and other youth programs,
and reach out to those who need to know
Christ by establishing new churches and
training leaders in the ministry of evange-
lism.

Thank you for your part in thistime of wait-
ing and preparing. Please start early asyou
prepare for your congregation’s receipt of
the Christmas Offering. It's a busy season,
but a blessed season for every Christian as
we"“ Celebrate the Gift.”

Kenneth W. Moore

President

The College of Regional Ministers

Heifer Ark is filling up!

The world needs
your help to show
that “giving” is
about more than
what you can buy
at the nearest re-
tailer. Thebiggest shopping day of theyear,
“Black Friday”, just passed and “Cyber
Monday” was over this week. Wouldn't it
be great if we could offset this consumer
frenzy by buying meaningful gifts of hope
that help struggling families worldwide be-
come more self-reliant? You have that op-
portunity each Sunday throughout Decem-
ber in the narthex. Cometo the Heifer dis-
play and purchase an animal for our Ark.
We have collected $3,997.30 towards our
$5,000.00 goal for the 175" Anniversary cel-
ebration. Thisgift keepson giving thewhole
year. There will be gift cards available so
you can give your loved one the opportu-
nity tolearn more about Heifer and how giv-
ing is also about sharing hope for a better
future.

~From the World Outreach Committee
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@/}ﬁgtlg/ou for the beautiful

prayer shawl for

Ryley. It looks perfect hanging over
her crib! A special thank you to Nancy
Watson for her hard work to make such
alovely gift.

Withlove,

Matt, Hayley, Delaney &

Ryley Batterson
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Dear FCCfamily,
Kindness continues to flow from First
Christian Church. Dr. John Yonker deliv-
ered to me a most beautiful shawl, cre-
ated by Judy Hall. It surely carries a
message of comfort and love and peace.
Thank you for this specia thoughtful-
ness.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Hendey

-

Any Website Experts?

As many of you may have noticed, our
church website is, well....outdated. We are
planning to completely redesign thewebsite
to provide a respectable FCC presence on
the Internet. To help in this effort, we are
looking for volunteers with website design
experience. The tools used are not particu-
larly important, but we' relooking for design
experience beyond simply editing the occa-
sional webpagewith Frontpage. Isthisyou??
If so, e-mail David Heise at
heise@firstchristian.org to express your in-
terest!

| )
| Here’s the recipe you
: asked for!

I WhiteChocolateBread Pudding
I
| 1freshlargeloaf of French Bread, or two |

| regular doubled wrapped (try touse ||
1 good French bread)

I 2 bags (11 ounce each) white chocolate

|

Ghirardelli chips (I used Nestle) :

1 quart whipping cream
! 2 large eggs, beaten !
I %2 cup sugar I
1tsp. vanillaextract :

I Break up French bread into bite sized I
| piecesand packinto 9" x 13" baking dish ||
| (spray dishwith Pam) and set aside. ||

Melt the chocolate and cream together
inthe microwavein two batchesor inthe
| |
top of a double boiler on the stove.
| |
About three minutes at atime in the mi-
I crowave. Then | put the whole thingI
back inthe microwavefor two or somin-
I utes more to make sure the chi ps are |
I meltedand hot. Useawhisk. Whipeggs |
I and sugar together. Then add vanilla |
| extract. |

After chocolate chips and cream are
I melted, whisk egg mixture into the hot I
I melted mixture. Pour over bite sized I
French bread. Bakeat 350 degreesfor 35
1 to 40 minutes (Stayswarm for quite some 1
I time so you can make it ahead.) Just I
terrific! |
|

I 1f you attended the Fellowship Dinner, |
| you'll remember thisone. Thank you |
| toTommy Gay Evansfor sharingthis! ||
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Ministerial Saff:
Dr. John J. Yonker, Senior Minister
jyonker@firstchristian.org

Rev. Amy Kay Pavlovich, Associate Minister
amykayp@firstchristian.org

Rev. Jimmy Spear, Associate Minister
jimmy@firstchristian.org

Campus Ministry Intern: Kelly Mueller

Music Saff:
Mary Bancroft, Coord. of Music & Organist
NormaMiller, Pianist

Mother’'s Day Out: Tracy Westhoff, Director

Support Saff:

Kay Beissenherz, Administrative Secretary
fec@firstchristian.org

Jim Burt, Custodian

Fred Mottaz, Business Manager
fred@firstchristian.org

Sunday’s Schedule-Dec. 16, 2007

Van Driver: Jay Creasy Telephone: SaraKlockow
8:30 Early Wor ship, Sanctuary
Worship Asst: Will and DonnaHouston, Colleen Nilges
Elder for 8:30 Service: Anne Campbell
Communion Preparation:
Paul and Vickie Rorvig, Lexie Ruffalo
9:30 Chur ch School
Church School Greeter: Mark Hunsaker Family
Nursery Volunteer: TBA
10:30Wor ship in Sanctuary
Sermon: Dr. John J. Yonker Liturgist: Eric Arnett
10:30 Elders: Sharon Winner, Sally Robinson, Mary Daugherty
Deacons: TheNicholsTeam
Greeters:
Judy Creasy, North Door
Hilary Nichols, South Door
Ushers: Hunsaker Team
Banner Bearers. Gavin Rose and Sam Creasy
Candlelighters: Makali Hawkins and Jack Creasy
Flower Ministry:
Poinsettia Sunday
Delivered: Jerry and Mary Daugherty
Evangelism Calls: Helen and Perry Stemmons

Non-Profit Org.
U.S.POSTAGE
PAID
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Permit No. 75

This Week (Dec. 16 - 22)

Sun. - Adult Membership Class, 9:30 am, Green Room
- Homebound Communion (reschedul ed from last week)
- Minutefor “ The Future”
- 75th Annual Pageant and Tasting Party, 7:00 pm

Tue. - Bible Study, 10:30 am, MorrisParlor

Wed. -Men’sLunch, 11:30 am, Senior Center

- CYF(grades9-12), Eat Out!, 7:00-8:30 pm




