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Itisajoy to welcome Jenny Hallam into
our congregation as an associate mem-
ber. A nativeof Columbia, sheisthedaugh-
ter of the late Hartley Banks and Nancy
Banks. Jenny attended our church as a
young person and was married here in
1988. She and her hushand, Jeffery, and
two teenage children, Katieand Chris, live
in Northville, Michigan, where they are
active membersof the Presbyterian Church
of Northville. Sheisastay-at-homemom
and community volunteer. Weareglad to
welcome Jenny as she re-establishes her
tieswith our congregation.

Jenny Hallam with daughter, Katie

Heifer

May isWorld Missions month during our 175" anniversary celebration. We will begin on
Sunday, May 6, by highlighting Heifer International. The Children’sMoment will reintro-
duceusto our friends at Heifer International and the great work they do for people around
theworld. TheWorld Outreach committee will beworking with theAnniversary committee
asweraise $5,000 thisyear to purchasean Ark. Inrecent yearswe have purchased 4 Arks.
You will be hearing more about Heifer International and the great work they do to help
people earn money from animals to put food on their table, send their children to schoal,
purchase clothesfor their familiesand more. Thewonderful part of Heifer isour gift keeps
on giving. Each person who receivesan animal must givethe first born to another family,
whointurngivestheir first bornto another family. Watch the Visitor for moreinformation
on how you will be able to beinvolved with thiswonderful gift project.

College Care Packages

Canyou believethat the end of the semester isupon us? ? College Care Packagesare
intheworksand will beready for delivery to our hard working college students next
Sunday, April 22, Thisisalong held ministry of our church that extends our care
to students during the rough part of the semester. We put together care packages
and then folks from the church community deliver them around town with smiles
and blessings from the church. If you have a few minutes to drop off a care
package or two, we could really use your help! They will out before and after
worshipto pick up or if you are unabletoworship onthat day but areableto deliver,
please call Amy Kay or Kelly inthe church office. Thanks!
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Sunday Services

Helping to celebrate our 175" anniversary,
one of our owniscoming hometo preach on
Sunday, April 15. The Rev. Paula Ritchie,
daughter of Paul Ritchie, whowasraisedin
our church and ordained here, has been the
minister of the First Christian Church in
Fayette the past ten years. She will be
preaching from John 20:26-31, the story of
doubting Thomas. Thesermontitleis“How
Do You Know What To Believe?’ Rev.
Ritchiewill beexamining scripture, tradition,
reason and experience astangible, practical
methodsto discerning faithful living.

Special music for the day will include the
Chancel Choir’s anthem, “Because He
Lives,” by Gaither/Hayes.

Weekly Report
April 8, 2007
Received $10,121.82
Received to Date $366,289.08
Attendance - 514
(includes early worship - 150)
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From Ken’s Desk...

| have been fascinated lately by theincreas-
ing number of television shows (primarily
on cable) which focus on issues of the his-
tory of religion and sacred writings. Some of
these shows are excellent, others are mar-
ginaly good, afew are pitiful and shallow. |
was able to watch one of the excellent kind
last night (History Channel Banned fromthe
BibleI1). The second of a 2-part serieswas
worth the 2 hours one would spend watch-
ing it. Using contemporary archaeologists
and Biblical scholars, it helps correct some
mistaken church history that has grown up
over the last couple of thousand years in
the West. And it challenges our often naive
and simplistic concepts of the New Testa-
ment church. | think Alexander Campbell and
Barton Stone would be pleased that people
today areinterested in knowing more about
the roots of our faith and witness.

“Why,” you may ask, “should | care about
thisancient odd-ball stuff?” Good question!
One of the most important reasonsisthat it
helps us understand that there is not just
one way to understand and practice our
faith. Many approaches have been fruitful
and many have not. Understanding thishis-
tory is like taking atrip: you can have fun
just wandering around without amap, but if
you want to get anywhere you will need to
see how others have made the journey. The
rocksalong theway can be either stumbling
stones or stepping stones...it'sagood idea
to know which one iswhich!

One of the giftsthat First Christian Church
and the Christian Church (Disciplesof Christ)
can offer isthe opportunity and encourage-
ment to explore our own spiritual journey.
Sunday School classes for adults, youth,
and children are primary resources. On-go-
ing ministries such as Women’'s Ministries
groups and Tuesday Bible Study are great
opportunities. Youth Fellowships, College
Back Room Fellowship, young adult events,
and STARS (our newly-born older adults
group) offer many excellent opportunities
for growth and service. Special classes (like
our Pastors Membership Class each year),
lectureships, and the occasional short-term
class provide venues for developing and
strengthening the groundwork of faith.

Sure, you can just sit in the pew and let the
time and opportunitiesgo by (sometimesthat
may even be important). But whenever you
areready to grow infaith and commitment,
the opportunities are there, whether it's the
History Channel or our own community of
faith. Wake up, sit up, and get growing!
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Thak GYu!

| would like to thank everyone for their
prayers during our loss. To Dr. Yonker
for the time spent at the hospital and
home with the family. Thanks also for
the cardswereceived and especially the
beautiful shawl (made by Martha Shrout
Brown) from the Shawl Ministry. It's
wonderful to have a church family who
caresforyou. ~Edward Bright Family

Thanks so much for the beautiful Easter
lily delivered from the church and to the
Parker-Scott Women's Christian Minis-
try for honoring mewithit.

DorisClark

To the Shawl Ministry of FCC:

Thank you for the beautiful shawl for
our 70" wedding anniversary, March 21.
We express great appreciation to Nannie
Lou Mallett who delivered it and Millie
Bolman who madeit. Weshall enjoy.
Thank you. ~L oisand George Ross

Coffman-Watson Circle

The Coffman-Watson Circle will end their
year with adinner at the Upper Crust on Elm
Street Monday, May 7 at 6:00 p.m. Thecost
will be $15.00 per person and each member
isinvited to bring their spouse or friend to
this wonderful evening of fun and fellow-
ship. Adam Guy, grandson of member
Connie Guy, now ownsthe Upper Crust. All
reservations need to be made to Sally
Robinson 819-5043 by May 1.

See Him in the Magazine

A biographical sketch of our O. Eugene
Mooreisfeatured in the current April issue
of “Mature Living” mid-Missouri magazine.
Asfineasthearticleis, it does not mention
that Gene and Renaal so served in other than
local pastorates. He was also the Missouri
Christian Churches' state Associate General
Minister, theVirginiastate General Minister,
developer of our churches' Rickman Con-
ference Center, and now “sort of” retired, is
public relationsvolunteer for the global PET
Personal Energy Transport project.

News of the congregation

Don Houston isat Boone Hospital recover-
ing from surgery on Monday.

A big round of thanks goes to all these
hard-working folks who helped us host the
Lenten breakfast on Wednesday of Holy
Week, April 4: JoyceSanley, Sarah Sorm,
LauraEstes, Loreneand Nelson Trickey,
Edith Taylor, Christy VanTalge, Pat Rainey,
Francesand Har sh Brown, Sarah Yonker,
JaneAnn Hackett, Amy Kay Pavlovich, Roy
Rogers, Sally Robinson, Mary Bancr oft,
Harlan Hackett, Ken Watson. It waswell
done!

Thankstothe Chance Choir andthebrass
ensemble for the wonderful Easter Sunday
music.

Rob Martin playsat the Cherry Street Arti-
sanApril 14th at 7:00 p.m.

Bob L each wasrecognized at arecent Heifer
International meeting. Hereceived aspecia
pinfor his50yearsof involvement with HPI.

Thanksto al the volun-

\ teersthat hel ped with the

newsletter last week:

" Mary Richardson, Betty

i Moon, Anna Cathryn

Yost, Joyce Stanley,

Dave Beem, and Linda

Ridgeway. Fred Mottaz

was seen stuffing too!
Thanksto al!!!
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AnnaRead-April 15
Emily Scott-April 16
Debbie Scott-April 17
William Green-April 17
JoshuaHumble-April 17
Betty Montgomery-April 18
Maxwell Creasy-April 19
Mindy Wolf-April 20

\ Elizabeth Flanders-April 21 )
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175" Anniversary NEeWws - cenie Rogers

April is Ministerial Appreciation Month

Welcome Back Paula Ritchie

In observance of Ministerial Appreciation month, a“ Timothy” of First Christian Church will
deliver thisweek’s sermon. We welcome Rev. Paula Ritchieto the pulpit on April 15. A
native of Columbiaand the daughter of Paul Ritchie, Paulawas reared in this community
and raised in our church. After receivingaB.S. in Educationand aM.A. in Speech fromthe
University of Missouri, shetaught oneyear at Central High School in St. Joseph, Missouri
before going to seminary. She graduated with aMasters of Divinity from Yale University
Divinity School in 1983 and was ordained here that year.

Following a one-year internship with the Uniting Church of Australia, Paula served as
Associate Minister at South Street Christian Church in Springfield from 1984-87, worked
for Church Finance Council of the Christian Church in Indianapolis for seven years, and
served on the devel opment staff of the University of Chicago Divinity School. She com-
pleted a year of Clinical Pastoral Education and served as an interim minister at the
Millersburg Christian Church. In September 1997 Paula accepted the call to becomemin-
ister of First Christian Church in Fayette, a position which she continuesto hold. Sheis
currently working on a Doctor of Ministry degree at the St. Paul School of Theology in
Kansas City.

On April 30, 2000 she was united in marriage to Tom Hackley of Fayette, a businessman
and farmer.

Ken’'s Retirement Celebration

April 29 will bethefinal Sunday of Ken's43 years of serviceinthe ministry. To honor him
and hisyearsof serving Christ and the church, therewill bearetirement reception following
the 10:30 worship service. Buffet food will be available and a*promise not to disappoint
program” will beheld. Mickey Kirkhamwill deliver atributeto Ken followed by amusical
program composed, directed and acted in by Melissaand Michael Straw. Mark the date on
your calendars and bethere to honor Ken and Nancy and enjoy the fellowship with them on
their last Sunday.

As part of this Retirement Celebration we want every oneto be a part of:

Book of L etters
A book of letters is being assembled for Ken and Nancy to be presented to them at their
retirement celebration. Thiswill beaspecia token we can give them to remember each one
of us. A letter of any size or shapeiswelcome. Timeisgetting short to assemble the book
so please get your letter in quickly. All letters must be received by Friday, April 27. Send
your letter or note to Mimi M cRoberts, 1001 Cherry Street, Se. 201, Columbia, MO
65201-7931.

Gift
A monetary gift will be collected asagift to Ken and Nancy in appreciation of their 13 years
with First Christian Church. To contribute, send your check to First Christian Church, attn.
Fred Mottaz, 101 North 10th Street, Columbia, MO 65201. Be sure to write in the check
memoline: WATSON RETIREMENT FUND.
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Minute for History

The third Sunday of each month is desig-
nated for a“Minute for History” during the
175" year. Inthe8:30 and 10:30 servicethere
will beabrief history of the powerful minis-
terial leadership we have been privileged to
have at First Christian Church. Presenters
are: 8:30 service-DonnaHouston and10:30
service-Erin Bower.

Quilt

Quilt blocks continueto beturnedin. Each
square is creative and beautiful which add
upto ONE BEAUTIFUL QUILT! Thefinal
turnindateisMay 20" sothereisstill plenty
of time to get a quilt square and be part of
the 175" Anniversary quilt. Soon enough
blockswill bereceived that planswill begin
for thefina assembly and design of thequilt.
Theactual work of assembly will begin after
the deadline date of May 20th.

Reminder: Each block needs to be 6 1/2
inches square, which will allow for agener-
ous seam allowance to end up with a 6"
square in the quilt. Do not trim or cut the
material squaresyou have been givento an-
other size.

If you have not yet signed up for ablock or
if you need alittle help completing it, there
isdtill time. Call Pat Rainey (446-0419) or
Mary Tompson (442-8849) for help. We
want everyone to be included in our anni-
versary quilt!



John W. Mountjoy
1844-1886

JohnW. Mountjoy hasseveral uniqueitems
in hisbiography of particular interest in the
history of First Christian Church. Heisthe
only minister to serve two pastorates at the
church (1867-1870 and 1882-1886) and heis
the only minister who died while serving as
the pastor of the church. J. K. Rogers com-
mented in 1866 that the first generation of
preachers of the Disciple movement was
ending and the church needed a new gen-
eration of capable leaders. John Mountjoy
was the first of this new generation in the
church and thefirst minister to be paid from
the Columbia Christian Church.

John Mountjoy was born in Anderson
County, KY in 1844. In 1860 he entered the
University of KY at Harrodsburg and gradu-
ated with highest honors. Following alife-
long desire to preach the gospel he cameto
mid Missouri in 1886 and preached ayear at
Mexico followed by Wright City after which
hereceived the call to the Columbia Church
in1867. Since he had not yet been ordained,
Ordination ServiceswereheldinMexico, MO
in 1867 with D.T. Wright of Chillicothe, Dr.
Winthrop H. Hopson of Richmond Virginia,
and (“Raccoon”)John Smith of KY officiat-
ing. The ceremony then consisted of fast-
ing, prayer and laying on of hands. He con-
ducted an 11:00 am. and 7:15 p.m. Sunday
service plus a successful Sunday School,
along with prayer meetings on Wednesday
night. The congregation membership at the
timewas275.

After three yearsin Columbia, he accepted
a position as evangelist for Boone, Mon-
roe, Audrain and Callaway counties. I1n1871
he married Rebecca Shannon, the niece of
James Shannon, former church minister and
Pres. of the Univ. JK. Rogers, then serving
as minister of the Columbia church, per-
formed the marriage. Mountjoy then as-
sumed severa pastorates around the state
and held many “protracted meetings’* all
over Missouri.

The description of Mountjoy is as follows:
“He was small in structure, about five feet,
eight inchestall, weighing about 140 pounds.
Hewaswell built, never robust, but did not
appear frail. Hishair was black, eyes dark
blue and complexion dark. Although not
strong, hisvoicewas clear and soft. Hehad
apleasing winning face, which drew people
tohim. Heappeared well educated, but pre-
ferred to only spend his time on the Bible
and interpretive books. Heloved to preach
and wasunselfishin hislaborsfor hisflock.”

In 1882, the Columbiacongregation reissued
thecall to John W. M ountjoy who was serv-
ing the Paris Christian Church. Hismoveto
Columbia coincided with the death of JK.
Rogers, former minister of the Columbia
church and Columbia College President.
Mountjoy preached thefuneral. In1882the
congregation grew to 400. The church un-
derwent major repairsduring theyear of 1885
and the congregation worshipped with the
Presbyterians. Mountjoy once again went
off to hold protracted meetings all over the
state. In 1886 he died of pneumoniawhile
engaged inaprotracted meeting in Centralia.
Hewas41yearsold, leaving awifeand two
small daughters, and the only regular minis-
ter of the Columbiachurchto diewhile serv-
ing aspastor. Heisburiedin ColumbiaCem-
etery.

Mountjoy served during transitional times
in church history. The importance, length
and content of “protracted meetings’ was
in debate. The temperance movement was
quickly picking up steam and the issue of
how to minister best to the ex black slaves
was discussed. Sunday Schools had been
independent of the church (Union Sunday
Schools) and themovewasto pull them back
under denominational banners. Theissues
of therole of the ministers, elders and dea-
cons in the church began to arise and the

pressurewasto movetoward having full time
ministers. The role of mission work in the
world became one of debate during this pe-
riod and continued as a major conflict for
generations. Inthemid 20" century the Chris-
tian Church divided over the issue into the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and
the Christian Church (known as Indepen-
dent Christian Churches).

*defined inlast week’sVisitor

GenieRogers

Ethical Guidelines

Asaresult of the recent application process
for our new Associate Minister, the Admin-
istrative Board recently approved the Ethi-
cal Guidelines for Congregational Conduct
subject to the cabinet making changes spe-
cific to our congregation. This document is
not intended to be a set of rules, or “law”,
but instead to be used as a guide in how we
treat one another, our church officers and
other leaders, our ministers, and how wein-
teract within thiscommunity, as members of
the Disciples of Christ network and the
church at large.

We have had alively discussion and at this
time we would like to welcome any and all
written commentsthat you may haveregard-
ing this document. Once all comments have
been submitted, a sub-committee will meet
to discuss and create a “consensus docu-
ment”. A meeting date will be determined
once everyone who wishes has had achance
to contribute their thoughts. PLEASE SUB-
MITALLWRITTEN COMMENTSBY FRI-
DAY, APRIL 20. If youwouldliketoreview a
copy of the Ethical Guidelines, you may pick
up a copy at the church office. Thank you
for thewritten commentsthat | have already
received. | look forward to ahealthy discus-
sioninthefuture. All questions and/or writ-
ten comments can be directed to Chris
Creasy, by leaving themintheVice Modera-
tor mailbox at church, or mail them directly to
meat 911 West Rollins Road, Columbia, MO
65203.
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JYF=(grades3-5)
Chi Rho = (grades 6-8)
CYF = (grades9-12)

www.firstchristian.org/youth

All three youth groups are invited to stay after worship this Sun-
day, April 15,"to enjoy lunch and then pick up trash with our neigh-
bors here in our neighborhood’s association. Dan (Sally Kessell’'s
dad) will be our Partner for the day and it would be great to have a
couple other adults to help usout. Let Amy Kay know if you are
interested and able in picking up trash with us. Wewill be back in
the Fellowship Hall by our 2:00pm ending time.

CY Fwill meet for Mid-Week on the next even Wednesday, April 25"
from 7:15-8:30pm. Each time we gather, we begin our timein the
Fellowship Hall with some light snacks and then either move to
Amy Kay'soffice, the Cinemaor our CY Froom onthethird floor for
our discussion. Weawaysendin prayer by 8:30pm. Hopethat you
can cometo Mid-Week thisweek and every even Wednesday of the
year. ;)

Sunday, April 22, all youth areinvited to Fred Mottaz’shouseto go
fishing and enjoy the spring weather. Wewill leave from the church
at 3:30 pm and will return by 7:30 pm. Fred will obviously Partner
thisevent aswill Mark and Pam Hunsaker. We could use one addi-
tional Partner to driveand hang with usat thefarm. Let Amy Kay or
Fred know if you are interested in helping out.

Graduates

We look forward to celebrating
our High School Graduates on
Sunday, May 20, at whichtimewe
will also rejoicewith our College
Graduates. If you are a college
graduate or know of someone
whois, please contact the church
office so that we don’t miss any-
one. Thanks!

Easter Offering

Your generosity isagain overwhelming. The Easter special offering
donationsthrough Sunday, April 8 are $2,019.25. The Easter special
offering hel ps drive mission and ministry throughout theworld and
allows Disciples to unite in a common witness that demonstrates
our church’svision. In addition to this special offering your church’'s
annual budget includes $22,000 for Basic Mission Finance.

Church Softball League

The church softball team is about to start another season in the
ColumbiaParks & Recreation Co-ed Church Softball League. The
games are played on Sunday eveningsat the Rainbow softball com-
plex in Cosmos Park. The game starting timesrun from 5:00pm to
9:00pm. Thefirst gameison Sunday, April 15, 2007. Anyoneinter-
estedin playing thisyear can contact Dan Tevisat (573) 445-4793 or
viae-mail at DTevis@centurytel.net for moreinformation.

Book Club

Our daytime meeting was a wonderful suc-
cesswith one exception: thetime. The Ladies
decided to movethediscussion to 12:30 p.m.
So, beginning with the April 25 meeting, feel
freeto bring your lunch, beverage and join usin discussing Marion
Zimmer Bradley’s The Mists of Avalon. It'sthe story of King Arthur
but told from awoman’s perspective. We' re meeting in the Church
Library. If you have questions, please call LindaHutton at 442-5423
or email her at lhutton50@hotmail.com.

R Book
Clb

Sep It Up 2007
Nationwide Day of Climate ChangeAction
Saturday, April 14th, 2:00 pm
Courthouse Square, 8th and Ash in downtown Columbia

Missouri M ethodist Church-Ribbon Cutting & Open House
for new addition, Christian Life Center
Tuesday, April 17th
Ribbon Cutting - 10:50 am and Open House- 11:00-2:00

19th Annual Habitat for Humanity Garage Sale
Saturday, April 28th, 8am-2 pm
All proceeds given to Habitat for Humanity
Call 474-5539 or 445-5312 for pick-up of donated items

“AVoicefor Justice”

A public forum for denominational leadersto declarean
ecumenical commitment to work together for economic justice,
April 22-23. For moreinformation contact: John Bennett at
jhbennett65109@peopl epc.com

“Lift Every VoiceGospel Concert”
ColumbiaCollegeAuditorium, June2, 1:00 pm
(Deadlinefor participantsto sign up isApril 30, contact Sonja
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Ministerial Staff:
Dr. John J. Yonker, Senior Minister
jyonker@firstchristian.org

Dr. Kenneth R. Watson, Associate Minister
kwatson@firstchristian.org

Rev. Amy Kay Pavlovich, Associate Minister
amykayp@firstchristian.org

Minister Emeritus. Dr. Sam S. Langley
Campus Ministry Intern: Kelly Mueller

Music Saff:

Mary Bancroft, Coord. of Music & Organist
Melissa Straw, Choir Director

Norma Miller, Pianist

Mother’'s Day Out: Tracy Westhoff, Director

Support Saff:

Kay Beissenherz, Administrative Secretary
fcc@firstchristian.org

Jim Burt, Custodian

Fred Mottaz, Business Manager
fred@firstchristian.org

Sunday’s Schedule-April 15, 2007

Van Driver: Marvellee Ridgeway  Telephone: Joni Cupp Sun.

This Week (April 15 - 21)

- Women’'sMinistry Board Mtg., after 10:30 service,

8:30 Early Wor ship, Sanctuary
Worship Asst: Larry and Millie Caringer
Elder for 8:30 Service: Will Houston
Communion Preparation:
David, Julie, Andrew, Hilary and Teddy Nichols
9:30 Church School
Church School Greeter: Mark Hunsaker Family
Nursery Volunteer: Cheryl Unterschutz
10:30 Wor ship in Sanctuary Tue.
Sermon: Dr. John J. Yonker  Liturgist: Dane Pavlovich
10:30 Elders: Royanne and Marvin Tracy, Nancy Watson
Deacons: TheNicholsTeam
Greeters:
Deb Batterson and Molly Read, North Door
Steve and Tracy Evers, South Door
Ushers: The Scott Team
Banner Bearers. Emily Unterschutz and Courtney Backues
Candlelighters: Logan Garton and Sam Poole Fri.
Flower Ministry:
arranged: Joni Cupp and Sue Fink
delivered: Bob and Linda Hutton
Evangelism Calls: Harsh Brown Sat.

Mon.

Wed.

MorrisParlor
- JYF (grades 3-5), Chi Rho (grades6-8)and CY F
(grades9-12), after 10:30 worship until 2:00

- Lecture Series- “The Science of Climate Change
and the Current State of Global Warming,”
7:00-8:30 p.m., FellowshipHall

- Bible Study, 10:30a.m., MorrisParlor
- Lemmon Group, 11:45a.m., Senior Center

- Shawl Ministry Mtg, 10:00 a.m., Mary Tompson's
- Men’sLunch, 11:30 am., Senior Center

- Pastor’s Class, 6:00 p.m.,

- CYF (grades9-12), 7:15-8:30 p.m.

- Back Room (college group), 8:45-10:00 p.m.

- Pastor’s Class Retreat, |eaving church-5:00 p.m.
- Columbia CollegeAlumni Weekend Concert, 8:00
p.m., FCC Sanctuary

- Columbia CollegeAlumni Weekend Concert, 2:00
p.m., FCC Sanctuary




